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pow you may provide for them. I should, were I 
in like circumstances. I am notto be gulled by 
ihis talk about forbearance. For these fourtea 
years past all parties on all sides have exercised 

wer as long as they had it; and I expect they 
will continue to doso always. Turn out Blair if 
you choose. We will elect him, and then you may 
turn him out as fast as you like. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. I have but one or 
two words to say in reply to the remarks of the 
Senator from Arkansas. That gentleman has 
entirely misquoted the expression used by me some 
days since. What I said then Isay now—that, in 
my judgment, every man who is not faithful, capa- 
ble, and honest, and whe has not abstained from 
using the power he derives from the possession of 
office to interfere with the f.eedom of elections, 
ought to be expelled from the office he has abused: 
I never said that all ought to be turned out who 
had displeased the Whigs. What will be done by 
the new Administration [do not know: butI ex- 
press my own opinion openly, in the face of the 
world. The Senator referred to the appointment 
of what were styled “ithe midnight judges” in the 
time of the elder Adams: but that was not like this 
case. Those appointments were made to fill ex- 
isting vacancies: it was a case where cflices had 
been created by law and were not filled. Mr. 
Adams had a conatitutional right to nominate per- 
sons to fillthem. But does not the Senator know 
that very act of appoisting those judges in the last 
moment of an expiring Administration produced 
one universal burst of imdigvation throughout the 
country; and that one amengst the earliest measures 
of Mr. Jefferson’s administration was a motion made 
by a distinguished and illustrious Senator from my 
own Sta'e, now no more, to repeal that act? And 
what was the case under the younger Adams? I 
have no recollection of any nominations made by 
him to fill existing vacancies. I recollect as one 
the case of my colieague, [Mr. Crirrenpen,] who 
was nominated as a Judge of the Supreme Court, 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Judge 
Trimble; it was so with the nomination of the Go- 
vernor of Arkansas, and with all the other nomina- 
tions referred to by the Senator. To carry on the 
machine of Government, it was the duty of the Pre- 
sident to nominate, whenever a vacarcy occurred, 
But is that this ease? Here is an office filled; and 
the Senator who proposes an election is himself 
going out of his seat in the Senate on the 31 of 
March next. I presume it will be sustained by ma- 
ny gentlemen in a precisely similar situation. Here 
is an election to be held, not to filla vacancy, for 
there is no. vacancy, but to anticipate now a va- 
cancy, Which will not occar till a future and a dis- 
tantday. For what? for what? I put it to the can- 
dor of gentlemen—can they think that this is right? 
Of all the delicate relations which can subsist be- 
tween a public body like this and any of its offi- 
cers, that which it sustains to the printer of its do- 
cuments is the most delicate. That is not at all like 
the cases referred to. 
a great civil revolution—peaceful, it is trae—but 
stilla revolution; and now, just at the last moment, 
when a repudiated Administration still holds pos- 
session of power, they propose, not for their own 
accommodation—for before the appointment takes 
practical effect they will be no longer in power— 
but simply because they have the naked power to 
dc it, to force upon the succeeding administraticn an 
individual known to be abhorent to all the feelings of 
their bearis, insomuch that nothing can be con- 
ceived more uaacceptable to them than his cecupa- 
tion of that office. And this at the moment we are 
told, that all party animotities should cease, that 
we should forget that we have been opponents, and 
should part like brothers. Gentlemen who have 
held the Government for twelve long years, in this 
last agonized moment of departing power, make 
this attempt to force upon us, against all our feel- 
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ings, this their special favorite, their cherished pam- 
pered Government organ! It is under these cir- 
cumstances that | tell them, in my own name, and 
as far as I am acquainted with their sentiments, in 
the name of all my friends around me, that we 
should regard ourselves as recreant to our duty if 
we did not, the first moment we possess the power, 
turn him out, and put in his place a man more ac- 
ceptable to those who will then occuy these seais. 
And now, I give this timely notice to the gentle- 
man who presses this measure, to the individual 
proposed, and to all concerned, that no claims fer 
damages may arise hereafter. 

Mr. KER gave his reasons for the vote he should 
give, at some lengih, and said that, having no ac- 
counts to settle for any past inconsistent vetes in 
relation to this matter, as some gentlemen seemed 
to have, he should record his vote, first, in favor 
of the amendment of his friend from Connecticut, 
to postpone the further consideration of the reso!u- 
tion till ihe 4th day of March next, and then, if it 
became necessary, against 


as they regard the rights of the new Senators soon 
to come in, shall require an election of a Printer, 
he should freely cast his vote for that individual 
on whom he might think proper to bestow his pre. 
ference. 


Mr. NORVELL said that he did not rise to pare | 
ticipate in the debate or the merits of the question | 


before the Senate. That branch of the subject had 
been exhausted. He rore to say, that the indica- 
tions which bad appeared in the remarks of Sena- 
tors on the other side, in the progress of the pro- 


ceedings this morning, afforded a presage of their | 


conduct, when they might come into the adminis- 
tration, in relation to ihe principle which they had 
so often and so long denounced, that ‘to the victors 
belong the spoils of office.” He had heard enough 
to satisfy him that they wou!d act upon that maxim. 
He trusted that they would, as their friends bad 
done in every State in which they had cbiained a 
temporary ascendency, make a general change. 
He bopei that they would sweep, as with a torna- 
do, every political opponent, every Democratic Re- 
publican, from office, from Maine to Georgia. 
They would thus demonstrate the insincerity of 
their professions. They would only carry out their 
practices, wherever they had obtained power, in 
Opposition to their declarations when out of power. 

Mr. PRESTON. Ihope not. I hope and be- 
lieve no such thing. It may do very well as com- 
ing from that quarter; it is natural enough that they 
should hope we shall follow their example; but I 
have heard no such determination avowed; no 
such sentiment even hinted at. I protest against 
it; it is not Whig doctrine; the Administration 
coming into power reject and repupiate the infa- 
mous maxim that to the victors belong the spoils. 
The spoils?}—what spoils? The spoils of our com- 
mon country? Tae spoils of our brethren and 
feilow-citizens? Is the country a vanquished 
country? God forbid. I should as soon think of 
making spoil out of the possessions of my own 
family. Tvo long have we seen the principle acted 
upon all over the country; we come into power 
repudiating it from the very bottom of our hearts. 

Mr. Norvetu. I hope so. 

Phe gentleman hopes so; just now he hoped not. 
Wha ‘ever his hopes or his fears may b>, our couise 
is independent of them, and will be shaped on far 
higher principles than those be has ascribed to us. 
Can any man object to te sentiment which the po- 
tential voice of my honorable friend from Kentucky 
—a voice that is the echo of patriotism and honor, 
has just made to ring through this hall? Why 
should any one object to the doctrine that aman 
who is not honest, nor cipable, and who has 
prostituted the power of his office to subserve 
the purposes of party, and to interfere with 
the freedom of elections, should be turned 
out of the office he has abused? Is there 


the resolution itself; | 
and, at the proper time, when, in his judgment, the | 
convenience of this body, and justice and propriety, | 
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any thing in principles of justice or policy, any 
thing in the highest code of morals, to forbid 
this? Is this sweeping the land like a tornado? Is 
this practising on the principle that to the victors 
belong the spoils? Did not the distinguished per- 
son, who is to be advanced to the head of the Go- 
vernment, expressly take ground against such a 
sentiment in a bill he introduced into Congress? 
Do not his sentiments stand recorded against it? 
We practise on a principle like that? No, sir, no ; 
this system of proscription is itself to be proscribed. 
I stand on that ground: and so help me God, | will, 
so far asI am concerned, act upon it. I believe 
those who are to be at the head of the Government 
have put themselve: upon the same ground. They 
come into power, not to divide the spoils of the 
country among the members of a faction. When 
that principle is avowed and followed, we cease 
from that momeat to be a Government and a peo- 
ple: we pass into a conquered nation, and a con- 
quering faction, that seizes the power and the forms 
of Government only for the gratification of cupidi- 
ty and revenge. Never have I read in all the 
pages of political profligacy a sentiment se detesta- 
ble as that the Senator has ascribed tous. Machia- 
vel himse!f never conceived so foul a maxim, or 
dared to avow it. The author of ‘‘The Priace” 
would blush to utter such a thought. 

There iv, at the bottom of all this, a principle 
which has entered, in some sort, into the action of 
this Government: I mean the principle that public 
offices are not trusts held for the benefit of the peo- 
ple, bat mere mercenary rewards for political par- 
tisans, and that in bestewing them our eye is to be 
directcd only to the salary which accompanies them. 
I reject the principle. I protest against it. I regard 
office as a sacred trust, and the salary attached to 
the office as a mere incidental thing. I hold that, 
in appoicting a man to office, it is not the interests 
of the man that are to be looked at, but those of 
the party for whose benefit the trust is conferred, 
namely, the people. I hold the opposite to be a 
most dangrrovs principle, and, for one, I tell gen- 
tlemen in edvance that I wil oppese the principle 
wherever I mest it. I shall resist and denounce all 
giving of office 28s a political reward, or turning out 
of office for mere political opinion. I admit that it 
may often be a very delicate task to decide ia what 
case ak in jividual holding office has acted impro- 
perly in the expressicn of his political opinions; 
when he has and when he has rot transcended the 
line of his duty in mingling in the party strifes of 
the day. ButI hold it to be a Whig doctrine, the 
doctrine on which General Harrison, as President 
of the United States, means te s'and, that for mere 
political op nien no man is to be proscribed. 

In the present case, | would apply the doctrine 
avowed by the Senator from Kentucky, that when 
a man has abused the power derived from his of- 
fice, he should be turned out of office. 


And here let me say what I believe. It will be 
asked, in reference te those who hold office, whe- 
ther they have used the power of these offices for 
party purposes; if they have not, and are honest, 
capable, and farthful, they will not be disturbed. 


{Here several voices on the other side of the Se- 
nate were heard to say: “There is no such case— 
there never will be.”] 


1 admit it may be difficult to decide. Alas for 
poor, frail, fallen human nature! It is herd to 
judge a political opponent as we ourselves would be 
judged. The strong feelings of the heart will steal 
in and bias the judgment, in a greater or a less de- 
gree. All that can be asked is, that we put our- 
selves on a sense of duty—that we endeavor 'o act 
justly; and then, when a man is shown to us to have 
flagitiously departed from his duty as a public of- 
ficer, and made himself a busy and a noisy parti- 
san, punirh him by removing him from office, I 
do not, however, precend to sel up a standard of 
conduct for my party. I know there will be mis- 
takes; mistakes will happen to the most upright. 
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Alt i ciaim 1s, that we shall act op principle, not 
from passion, 

In the present ease, the individual now employ- 
ed as Printer to the Senate may be, on many ac- 
counts, peculiarly disagreeable to» those who are 
soon to be a majority here; and let it be remember- 
ed that he is not an officer of the Government at 
large, employed as a general servant of the public 
at large, bui that he is our officer, to do our busi- 
ness. This is not a question of spoils; butit isa 
question whether we shall have for our own special 
agent a person agreeable to us. The question is, 
whether a majority of to-day, who'are to be a mi- 
nority w-morrow, shall fix upon us a man who is 
kwown by them to be peculiarly disagreeable to us 
or whom ke is appoined to act? That is the 
fuestion; and I should think it is a question easily 
answered. I repudiate, as I have said, all idea of 
turning aman out for mere opinion’s sake. Let 
nota hair of any man’s head be touched, say I, for 
the political notions which may lurk under it. 
Never, till he fails within the rule laid down by 
Jeflerson—a rule which has now been avowed by 
a voice which, as I believe, but embodies the will 
of the whole country—never let a finger be laid 
upon him. I here pledge myself never, in any 
care where my will or action may be concerned, to 
indulge in one jot or tittle of that most abominable 
principle charged upon us by the Senator frem 
Mochigan, that mea are to be punished for opi- 
nica’s sake—that to the victors belong the spoils. 


Mr ANDERSON said, he rose for the purpose 
of throwing off the imputation which the gentie- 
man who had just taken his seat had chosen to cast, 
as he understuod him, upon the Republican party. 
He had but a word or two to make in reply; and 
he did this because, for bimself, he was unwilling to 
have attributed to him, by implication or otherwise, 
sentiments he never entertained. For his part he 
never wasan advocate of the policy of prorcription— 
and he held now the opinions upon this subject he 
had always cherished. He was gratified to hear 
the gentleman from South Carolina say that he, 
too, Was opposed to proscription, and that the pre- 
sent dominant party would enter upon their power 
in that spirit, aod would carry eut no violence 
vpon the public feeling and sympathy of the coun 
try. He was pleaced to hear him announce his 
epinion to be that honesty and capacity constituted 
the great and leading qualifications for office. He 
trusied that the opposite party would remember 
these deciarations, and would fairly abide ty them. 
He understood the gentleman to impute to the Re- 
publican party the policy of Machiavel—and to 
make it as a charge upon the whole party, as had 
been often done before, that a solitary individual, 
then a member of this body, had declared in his 
place, that to the “victors belong the spo'ls.” For 
one, he repelled this impatation. He was neither 
an admirer of the maxims of Machiavel, nor the 
system of policy of Walpole, nor Richelieu; nor did 
he, for himself, nor did the party with which he had 
acted, as he believed, recognise the doctrine that 
to the victors belong the spoils. It was the decta- 
ration, he said, of a solitary individual, and had 
foun! no adoption with others, ner was it de- 
sigued, as he always suppos:d, and understood, to 
be taken up in the literal and odious sense in 
which our political opponents have interpreted 
it forthe public ear. He did not pretend to under- 
stand the origin of the term, or the exact sense in 
which it was designed to be received; but he could 
well imagine that it might have grown out 
of the clarsic recollections of the early read- 
ings of the speaker, and he might have re- 
ferred to it in the sense in which the spolia 
opima were bestowed upon that gallant Rvo- 
man who was, as the vicior, and distinguished by 
pecaliar valor and prowess, under their ancient 
customs, entitled to what they esteemed the most 
honorable reward. For himself, he utterly rejected 
the imputations which had been cast out; and he de- 
nied the pretended charge as to spoils, as being ap- 
plicable to those with whom he acted, to be true to 
any greater extent, or in any other sense, than might 
be ascribed to theit opponents; and he would repeat 
that he was pleased to hear the gentleman de- 
nounce proscription, and he trusted that he 
be and his friends would abide by it. As to the 


question before us for the election of a Printer, he 
would cay, if it was right in eighteen hundred and 
thirty-five, when their opponents acted under the 
existing regulation, and elected their friends as 
Printers in advance, at the close of one Congress, 
for the next, it is equally right now; and with this 
fact before him, and the usage of this body, he 
should vote for the resolution. 

Mr. BENTON was happy to hear that gentlemen 
opposite disavowed a spirit of proscription; but the 
time was coming when action was to follow words. 
He assured the Senate that the doctrine, ‘to the 
victors belong the spoils,” had never been known 
in Missowri except by rumor, and that daring the 
adminvistrations of General Jackson and Mr. Van 
Buren, the best offices had been held by persons 
who were in opposition to the Presidents under 
whom they served, and who expressed their senti- 
ments as freely as any body else. The post office 
ef St. Louis was in the hards of a gentleman 
belonging to the Opposition party for four 
years under one of those Administrations, and 
when his period of service expired, instead of be- 
ing turned out, he was positively reappointed. 
Another held office e even years under General 
Jackson ani Mr. Van Buren, at the expiration of 
which time only was another person appoint- 
ed; and he [Mr. Benton] could assure honora 
ble Senators that when he bad been applied to 
respecting the removal of pzrsons from office 
by those who desired the appointments, his invari- 
able reply, whether by letter or word of mouth, 
was, “show me misconduct and then [ will inter- 
fere.”” There were several cases of re-appoint 
ments by General Jackson in St. Louis of persons 
who were epposed to him in politics. In one case the 
incumbent died in his office, and then a person of 
different political principles was appointed. He 
could go onto give instance after instance, but he 
would mention but one. An Opposition gentle- 
man holding an appointment in the Land Office, 
was found to be in default to the amount of a few 
thousand dollars—he came tohim (Mr. Benton) 
and explained his position, and satisfied him 
that the money would be replaced promptly. He 
(Mr. Benton) wrote to the Secretary to ex- 
excuse the officer. He was excused—the mo- 
ney was put up, and he remained in his office 
until his time was out, and a gentleman of different 
politics was then put in, and occapied it for the four 
years succeding. This was the way they had act- 
ed. He denied that any officer had been removed,ex- 
cept for cause; and if honorable Senators would look 
at the removals, they would findas many on one 
sidein politics,as the other. And he would also 
say, that during the twelve years of Democratic 
administratien, in the Stateof Missouri there had 
not been a dollarlost by a disburser of the public 
money to the Federal Government, and there had 
been from twenty to thirty millions disbursed 
there; por was there a set of officers that were 
more entitled to the con dence of the country. He 
spoke for his own State, alone—other gentlemen 
could speak for theirs; and as gentlemen had un- 
dertaken to gain so much reputation in advance 
for the incoming Administration, he could not con- 
clude without saying, that the new Administration, 
vn this subject, had only to copy after the old one; 
and if they did not do it, they should bear from 
him from the place which he then « ccupied. 


Mr. NORVELL observed that the maxim, that 
“to the victors belonged the spoils of office,” was 
no maxim of his creation. It originated, years 
ago, in the East, in Massachusetts. It was quoted, 
in this body, by a distinguished Senator from New 
York, (Mr. Marcy.] And, when announced by 
him, it had been made the subject of bitter vitupe- 
ration ever since by the party to which the honora- 
ble Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston] 
belonged. But, profligate as the maxim might 
have been, that party had adopted and carried it 
out in every quarter in which they had obtained 
power. He believed that the new Federal Admi- 
n:stration of this Government would follow the ex- 
ample. He had that day heard enough to satisfy 
him of that fact. If an honest, capable, and faith- 
fol Democrat could be found, who had taken no part 
in elections, such a man might be saved! This was 
the principle announced to the Senate this morn- 


ing. Why, sir, who taat was worthy of office 
would be left in office on this principle? Public 
officers might, forsooth, entertain feelings and opi- 
nions in their own hearts with impunity; but if 
they breathed them to others, they at once came 
under the proscriptive principle laid down for the 
new Administration! The “spoils of victory” 
maxim was merciful compared with this despotism 
over the mind, proposed as the rule of action for 
the triumphant party coming into power. When, 
in an under tone, he had, while the Senator 
from South Carolina was upon the floor, said 
that he “hoped so,” he meant that he hoped that 
the Senator would adhere to his promise, that he 
would denounce the spoi's maxim here and here- 
afier, come from what quarter it might. We shall 
see. The Senator had alluded to the bill brought in 
the session before the last by the Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. CrirtenDEN] to prevent office 
holders from interfering in elections. He had said 
that that bill contained the doctrine of his party, 
The honorable gentleman was mistaken. Upon 
the final vote on that bill, only five of his Whig 
friends voted for it. The others retired from the 
vote. Again, sir, for twelve years, that party had 
been engagedin denunciations, loud and deep, of 
the practice of appointing members of Congress to 
office. And what have we seen even in anticipa- 
tion of their possession of power? Several mem- 
bers of Congress have already been announced as 
Cabinet appointments determined upon, and others 
rumored as probable appointmeats for diplomatic 
stations! These things manifest the sincerity of 
the professions of the party coming into power on 
the subject. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said that the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Cray] first, and after him the Se- 
nator from South Carolina, [Mr. Pargston,] had 
so clearly pointed out what would be the course 
of the next Administration in regard to removals 
from office, that doubt or difficulty on this question 
could no longer embarrass the public mind. This 
distinet annunciation of Whig principles, proceed- 
ing,as it did, from such commanding authority, 
would instantly relieve the anxious minds of a 
very large number of office holders. According to 
the avowal of the two distinguished Senators, the 
inquiries respecting each man now in office would 
be, was he honest? —was he capable?—was he faith- 
ful?—and had he abused his official trust in pro- 
moting the re-election ef Mr. Van Buren? If his 
past conduct had been such as would enable him 
to endure the application of these several tes's 
without injury; then he would be retained. On the 
other hand, if it should be established that any of- 
ficer was either dishonest, or unfaithful, or incapa- 
ble, or had brought the influence of his office into 
cellision with the freedom of elections, we should 
be very captious, indeed, if we were to complain 
of his removal. 

A suspicious man might, until this auspi- 
cious day, have apprehended that an extensive 
latitude would be taken in construing what was 
meant by the abuse of office for electioneering pur- 
poses; but the Senator from South Carolina had 
also been clear and explicit upon this subject. He 
had declared, in the strongest terms, that an office 
holder, like all other citizens, had a right to express 
his opinion and to give his vote according to the 
dictates of his own judgment; and if he had con- 
fined himself to the exercise of these constitutional 
priveleges, he would be in no danger of removal. 
To use his own strong language, he had proclaimed 
it to be a cardinal doctriae of the Whig faith, that 
proscriplion must be proscribed. ; 

This liberal doctrine would save from proscrip- 
tion all our foreign ministers and other diplomatic 
agents who had been absent from the country dur- 
ing the late struggle: but he (Mr. B.) could hardly 
expect so much generosity even from the 
These were essentially political offices, and we 
could not complain if they should be filled by indi- 
viduals enjoying the entire confidence of the new 
Administration. He would not, therefore, hold b 
friends on this side of the House to such a strict 
vent thom froma making, aly ahungty i ar 
vent rom ing any in our 
matic corps. There was, however, another nume- 
rous class of foreign agents, (he referred to our 
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consuls,) which, he rejoiced to say, would all be 

rotecied from proscription, both by the letter and 
spirit of the rule. He had himself received some 
jetters from individuals of this class, expressing 
strong apprehensions lest they might be removed 
from office; and he had not ventured to give any of 
them much encouragement. He could now tell 
them that they might dismiss their fears—nay, that 
they might even dispel their doubts—if they bad 
had been honest, faithfal, and capable. From their 
residence abroad, and from the purely commercial 
natare of their dutie«, it was almost impossible that 
they could have abused their official trusts in pro- 
moting the re-election of Mr. Van Buren. These 
useful public servants, then, who were scattered 
over every civilized country on the face of the 
earth, and who had been engaged in their apprepri- 
ate duty of aiding and pro'ecting our foreign com- 
merce, would ali be safe under the tolerant sway 
of the new Whig Administration. 

There was another class of officers, if offic>rs 
they might be called—he meant the clerks in the 
different Departments—who would sleep sounder 
to-night than they had done since the result of the 
Presidential election was known. Their condition 
was most dependent and piiab'e; and many 
mothers, wives, and daughters, had spent anxious 
days and sleepless nights in dread, lest their sons, 
or husbands, or fathers, might be removed from 
office, and their familics be thus deprived of the 
means of subsistence. Let them now cheer up 
and restin perfect security. All wassafe. The 
disfranchisement of these clerks would prove to be 
their best security. Tney could riot by possibility 
have voted for Mr. Van Buren, and the exoression 
of their opinion in favor of his re election would 
never cause their removal. No ody ever heard of 
a mere clerk's appointment, in this disfranchised 
District, beng abused and brought into confi ct 
with the freedom of elections. Such an idea weuld 
be ridiculous. Now he must confess that he him- 
self had hitherto entertained an apprehension lest 
such clerks as had expressed their opinion in favor 
of the re-election of Mr. Van Buren, and against 
that of General Harrison, might be removed for 
this cause; but he was now happy thus publicly to 
acknowledge his mistake. 

By the multitude of office-holders throughout the 
Union, “ihe potential voice” of the two Senators 
would be heard with delight. For his own part, he 
had been chiefly anxious about the fate of a wor.hy 
and respectable widow lady, who was postmaster 
in the city where he resided. Gentlemen might 
smi'e, but postmaster was the word; and an excel- 
lent postmaster she was. This lady was the only 
relic which remained of the olden time, when no 
rule existed to prevent ladies from being appointed 
postmasters. Her last companion had been a re- 
spectable lady who was postmaster at Georgetown; 
but even this companion had recently deserted her, 
and got married. She was, therefore, left solitary 
and alone, being the only female in the United 
States who now held a post office whose emolu- 
ments exceeded one thousand dollars, and who, 
under the law of 1836, had seceived her appointment 
from the President and Senate. Even this old lady 
became apprehensive, from the Whig movements 
around her, that she might not be permi'ted to 
serve out her term of office. He hadtold her 
not to be uneasy—that General Harrison had 
too much gallantry to remove her, what- 
ever might be the fate of other office-holders. 
These, assurances he had ventured to give on the 
merit of her own claims, which he had thought 
would constitute an exception from what he then 
believed would be the geueral rule. She might 
now rest doubly satisfied that she wasin no dan- 
ger, because there would be no proscription for 
mere apne’ sake any wheresand nobody would 
pretend that this old lady had ever entered the field, 
armed with ber official influence, either to defend 
Mr. Van Buren or to attack Gen. Harrison. 

It was greatly to be regreited that the two Sena- 
tors had not, at an earlier perio}, more distinctly 
avowed their horror of proscription. This might 
bave saved their friends in different portions of the 
Union from much unnecessary trouble and expense. 
The general, though mistaken impression in hisSiate, 
had been that the political friends of Mr. Van Bu- 


ren would be removed, and that the Whigs, who 
had borre the heat and burden of the contes’, would 
be rewarded with their places. This erroneous ix- 
pression was not confined to Pennsylvania, but had 
certainly extended to New York, as he had :ecent- 
ly received a letter from a town in that State, and 
that not a very large one either, in’orming him that 
there were twenty applicants for the post office 
there—all struggling to obtain subscribers, aud all 
ready to rush to Washington to attend the inaugu- 
ration. These gentlemen could not have known 
that the system of rewards and puni-hments was 
abolished forever, and that we were now soon to be 
blessed with a political millenium. 

The virtue of the Senators would bs violently 
assailed; and if it were capable of yielding to im- 
portunity, we might dread the result. When Gene- 
ral Jackson first came into power, the applicants 
for office were more numerous than he had ever 
expected to witness; but, from what he had heard, 
the rush for office here on the fourthof March next, 
would greatly surpass any thing which had ever 
been seen before. Numerous as had been tie indi- 
viduals anxious to obtain office on the accession of 
General Jack-on, he would venture to predict that 
there would be, in the city of Washington, on the 
day cf General Harrison’s inauguration, at least 
double that number of patriotic Whigs, ready to 
rush into the service of their country, and seize 
upon official stations, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hustinxe- 
TON’S motion to postpone, and nega ived—yeas 19, 
nays 26, as folle ws: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, G abam. Henderson, Huntiogton, 
Ker, Knight, Mangum, M rriek, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Ruggles, Southard, Tailaadg:, Webster, and 
White—19. 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Ciay «f Alabama, Cavhbert, Ful- 
ton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lampkin, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Reane, Se- 
vier, Smith of Cennecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Wall, Williams, Wright, and Young—26. 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was passed in the following words: 

Resolved, That the Senate will, on Saturday next, 
atone o’clock, proceed to the election of a Public 
Printer for the Senate for the Twenty-s2venth Con- 

ress. 

Mr, CLAY of Kentucky then moved to take up 
his resoiution for the repeal of the Independent 
Treasury bil'; which was agreed to—ayes 23, noes 
22, as fellows: . 

YEAS—Messts. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Graham, Hen- 
dersoa, Hubbard, Huntineton, Ker, Knight, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, 
Sou hard, Tallmadge, Webster, White, and Wright 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Calhoun 
Clay of Alabama, Cathbert, Ful:on, King, Lino, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Stare 
geon, Tappan, Wail, Williams, and Young—22. 

Mr. CLAY cf Kentucky said he had no inten- 
tion of pressing a voie on the resolution to-night, 
and would therefore move an adjournment. 

Several Senators expressed a wish that the ques- 
tion might be disposed of this evening, but the mo- 
tion for adjournment was carried—ayes 22, 
noes 12. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 19, 1241. 

As soon as the journal had been read, 

Mr. HOLMES of South Carolina rose, and ob- 
served that as he had not the honor of hearing the 
speech of the gentleman from North Carvlina (Mr. 
Stanty} on last evening, he desired to ask that 
gentleman a question. (Mr. Sranty had attacked 
in @ very uncercmonious way the report and resolu- 
tions of the Committee on Federa! Relations im the 
Legislature of South Carolina, and which were 
recently presented to the House.) 

Mr. STANLY objected to it, onless an oppor- 
a nity should be afforded to all other gentleman 
who might wish to explain. 





Mr. HOLMES was understood to appeal to the 
courtesy of the gentleman from North Carolina to 
withdraw his objection. He (Mr. H_) did not in- 
tend to enter into any argument on the subject, 
but merely to ask a simple courteous question. 

Mr. STANLY persisted in his objection, and 
desired the gentleman to wait until the House 
should go again into Committee of the Whole, 
when any remark he might wish to make would 
be in order. 

Some discussion of a conversational character 
here arose, during which Mr. CAMPBELL of 
South Carolina rose, and hoped hiv colleague [Mr. 
Homes] would net notice any remarks the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. Sranty] had 
made against their Siate. For, however puissant 
the member from North Carolina might deem bim- 
self, he, Mr. C. would assure him that bis arm was 
too short to reach South Carolina. Mr. C. hoped 
that his colleague (Mr. Hotmes] would never no- 
tice any thing the member might say against South 
Carolina, but to adopt the course he, Mr. C. had 
resolved to do, viz: to treat the member, whenever 
he spoke against that State, with silent contempt. 

Mr. STANLY rose, aud holuing ovt his arm, 
said it was long enough to reach any gentieman in 
the House, or words to that eff ct. 

Much confusion here arose, with considerable 
laughter, and it was with some difficulty that the 
Cuair succeeded in restoring order. 

The SPEAKER stated that the question before 
the House was the motion made by Mr. Kastotan 
last night, (and during the pendency of which ‘the 
House adj urned,) to suspend the rules for the 
purpose ot going intoa Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and taking up the biil to 
extend, for five years, the act approved July 7, 
1838, “granting half-pay and pensions to cerlan 
widows,” 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON esked Mr. East: 
MAN to Withdraw his mouon, to enab'e him to re- 
port a bill from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
in conformity with the resolution of the House of 
the 17th instant, instructing that committee to re- 
port a bill making the necessary appropriations for 
fortifications, naval armaments, and other necessa- 
ry preparations to place the country in a proper 
state of defence. 

But Mr. EASTMAN refasing, 

The question was then taken by yea? and nays, 
on suspending the rules, and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 106, nays 42. 

So the Flouse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Umon, (Mr. Evans 
in the chair,) on said bill; which was read, as 
follows: 


A BILL to extend, for five years, the act approved 
July seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty-eigh’, 
“granting half pay and pensions to certain w.- 
dows.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Uniled States of Americas in Con- 
gress assembled, That the ‘“‘Act granting half-pay 
and pensions to certain widuws, approved July 
seventh, eightecn hundred and thirty-eight, be, and 
the same is hereby, extended and declared to be in 
full force for and daring the term of five years 
from and after the fourth day of March, e’ghteen 
bundred and forty-one; and the widows alreadly pen- 
sioned under said act, shall receive for ani daring 
said five years, the same annuity or pension trat 
they now receive by virtne of said act. 

Sec 2. And be it further enacted, That the mar- 
riage of the widow, after the dea'h of ber husband, 
for whose services she claims a pension under said 
act, shall be no bar to the claim of such widow 
to the benefit of said act, she being a widow at 
the time she makes application for such p nsicn. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the widows 
of such officers and soldiers as have died since the 
passage of said act, or shall hereafter die, and the 
widows of such officers and soldiers as have died 
since the passage of the act of July fourth, eigh- 
teen hundred thirty-six, granting haif pay to'wi- 
dows and orphans in certain cases, shal! be emtitjed 
to pensions under said acs respectively; they 'De- 
ing otherwise entithd thereto, and widows af the 
time application for a pension is made. roe ¢ 

Mr. EASTMAN briefly recapitulated the pro 








ee i= 





5 


196 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





visions of the bill; and concluded by saying that the 
question of peasions for Revolutionary services 
was well understood by the country, aod it was not 
necessary to go into a history of the subject at the 
present time. He therefore hoped the bill would 
be passed without debate. 

fier some remarks by Messrs. HAND, STAN- 
LY, and MORGAN, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the coramitiee rise 
and report the bill to the House; but the motion was 
not seconded. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out the 
first two sections, after the enacting clause, and 
insert as follows: 

“That the widows of such officers and soldiers 
as have died since the passage of the act entitled 
**An act granting half-pay an! pensions to certain 
widows,” approved July 7, 1838, or shall hereafter 
die, and the widows of such officers and soldiers as 
have died since the passage of the act of July 4, 
1836, granting half-pay to widows or orphans in 
certain cases, shall be entitled to pensions under 
said acts respectively, they being otherwise entitled 
therete; and a secend marriage shall be no bar to 
granting a pension to any widow of a Revolation- 
ary officer or soldier, she being a widow at the time 
of her application.” 

Mr. PECK submitted the following amendment: 

“Strike out, in section 1, last line, the words ‘that 
they now receive,’ and insert ‘to which they were 
now entitled.’” 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
MONROE, TILLINGHAST. PETRIKIN, W. 
THOMPSON, REED, and JONES of Virginia. 

Mr. PICKENS protested against the passage of 
the bill, involving so great an amount of money, 
without proper estimates. Where were the docu- 
ments on whieh they were to found their legisla- 
tion? He hoped the committee would not act on 
such loose estimates. Could gentleman be aware 
of the consequences which would arise from this 
large system of pensions. Were they prepared at 
this late period of the session to go blindfolded into 
a measure, drawing upwards of two millions and 
a half from the Treasury. For his part he would 
not act upon so important a subject, without proper 
and correct information. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. P. alluded to 
the speech of Mr. Sranty on last evening, and inti- 
mated that he, Mr. P.would have to excercise proper 
caution, or he would have the misfortune to draw 
down upon himselffthe anger of that vindictive gen- 
tleman. And for fear of falling under that gentle- 


man’s puny arm, he would refrain from saying 


what he intended. Alluding to the attack 
of Mr. Sranvy on the resolutions of the Legislature 
of South Carolina, Mr. P. intimated that the mem- 
ber had shot his dreaded arrows at South Carolina 
with about as much effect as the savage who let 
fly his arrows atthe sun. The member had bran- 
dished his battle-axe like Richard, and strode over 
the whole country, dealing vengeance around. The 
course of the member forcibly reminded him of the 
nursery rhyme: 
“Whe shot cock robin? 

I, said the sparrow, 

With my bow and arrow, 

T shot coek robin.” 

Mr. STANLY replied, and in the course of his 
remarks, expressed his conviction that his “‘pigmy 
arm” was strong enough to kill a dozen such cock 
robins as Mr. Pickens. 

After some remarks by Mr. BRIGGS, 

The question was taken on agreeing to the 
amendment submitted by Mr. Peck, and decided 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, alter calling the attention 
of the committee to the nature of the amendment 
which he had submitted, gave way to 

Mr. HAND, to propose an amendment viz: in 
the eighth line, first section, after the words “‘alrea- 
dy pensioned” the werds “‘or that may hereafter 
be pensioned;” and 

e amendment was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIES of Pennsylvania expressed him- 
self briefly in favor of the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved te insert after the 
words “such officers and soldiers,” the words “‘of 
the Revolution; *which amendment was adopted. 








The question was then taken, by tellers, on Mr. 
Unperwoop’s amendment, and decided in the ne- 
gative—ayes 61, noes 89. 

Mr. HOPKINS submitted the following amend- 
meant, viz: 

“Be it enacted, That the provisions of the act 
approved 7ih June, 1832, entitled ‘‘An act supple- 
mentary to the act for the relief of ceriain surviving 
officers and soldiers of the Revolution,” be and the 
same are hereby extended so as to embrace all those 
officers and soldiers, spies, and rangers, who, 
under one or more engagements, shall have served 
for a termof three months or upwards ia the wars 
against the Indian tribes at any time previous to 
the treaty of Greenville, in the year 1795; and on 
application at the proper Department, and proof 
thereof, they shall be entitled to have their names 
placed on the pension roll.” 

Messrs. HOPKINS, HAND, JOHNSON of Vir- 
gini, and HALL, severally addressed the comm.it- 
tee; and 

The question-on the amendment was put, and 
negatived—ayes 43, noes 83 

Mr. CRABB offered the following amendment; 
which was adopted: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the act 
entitled “An act directing the transfer of money 
uticlaimed by certain pensieners, and authorizing 
the payment of the same at the Treasury of the 
United States,” approved April 6, 1838, be, and 
the same is bereby, repealed. 

Mr. GRAVES submitted the following amend- 
ment, which was read, as follows: 

Be it further enacted, That the widows and chil- 
dren of officers of the army and navy of the United 
States, who may have died of wounds received in 
the service of the country, but who may have left 
the service previously to their death, shall be enti- 
tled to the same pension as though they had been in 
the service at the time of their death. 

Mr. GRAVES briefly advocated the amendment, 
and Mr. HAND opposed it. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and decided in the negative. 

Mr. GRAVES submitted another amendment, as 
follows: 

Be it further enacted, That Mary Barney, widow 
of Commodore Barney, shall receive during her 
life, the same pension which she has been in the 
receipt of up to the discontinuance of her late pen- 
sion. 

The question was then taken, but no quorum 
voting, 

And it being now half past 2 o’clock, 

The House took a recess until 4 o’clock, p. m. 





Mr. EVANS, who was in the chair this morning 
during the debate between Messrs. Pickens and 
Sran zy, on leave recapitulated the ciscumstances 
under which the debate took place, with a view of 
correcting any misunderstanding between the par- 
ties. He, Mr. E. had not called the gentleman 
from South Carolina to order, because he un- 
derstood him as referring to the arguments 
of the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
SraN.y,) and as intending no personal application. 
This the gentleman from South Carolina had of 
course a rightto do, as the arguments of every 
gentleman wereopen to attack. But he, Mr. E. 
believed that the gentleman from North Carolina 
had misconceived the object of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, and appeared to have understood 
the language as intended to apply personally, in- 
stead of to the argument. 

Mr. E. then appealed to Mr. Pickens, whether 
he bad not taken a correct view of the case. 

Mr. PICKENS on being thus appealed to, said, 
in substance, that he had indulged in ridicule freely, 
but within the limits of parliamentary usage, and 
he had no hesitation in saying that the ridicule was 
intended to apply solely to the arguments of the 
gentleman. 

On a similar appeal being made by Mr. EVANS 
to Mr. Sranty, the latter observed, in substance, 
that, at the time, he was disposed to think the strong 
language of the gentleman from South Carolina 
as something more than ridicule; but as the gentle- 
man had disclaimed any personal allusion, he [Mr. 
S.] was willing to take the remarks as they were 


intended, and wished his language in reply to be 
understood in like manner. 





[Evenine Session. ] 

After the recess— 

The bill for extending the act granting pensions 
to certain widows and orphans, being under consi- 
deration in Commmittee of the Wicle, 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Graves, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. EASPMAN submitted a further amend. 
ment merely to prevent a misconception as to the 
meaning of a portion of the bill, which amendment 
was concurred in. 

There being no further amendments proposed, 
the committee rose and reported the bill, as amend- 
ed to the House. 

And the question being on agreeing with the 
several amendments by the Committee of the 
Whole, was put and decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendments were concurred in. 

The bill as amended, was then ordered to_be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

And the bill having been read a third time, 

The question recurred upon its passage. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and being taken were as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judsen Allen, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Atherton, Baker, Beatty, Black- 
well, Boardman, Briggs, Brockway, Burke, Car- 
roll, Casey, Chian, Chittenden, Clifford, William 
R. Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, Davee, Edward 
Davies, John Davis, Garrett Davis, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doe, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, Ely, Evans, 
Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Gal- 
braith, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
Granger, Graves, Hall, Hammend, Hand, Jehn 
Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, 
Hunt, James, Keim, Kempshall, Kille, Lane, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Liacoln, Lowell, Mc- 
Carty, McClellan, McClure, McCulloch,M.Mallory, 
Mason, Medill, Monroe, Montanya, Moore, Nay- 
lor, Newhard, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Peck, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Sergeant, 
Shaw, Simonton, John Smith, Truman Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, John B. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbu!], Van- 
derpoel, David D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, 
Weller, John White, Wick, Jared W-. Williams, 
Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—112. 


NAYS-—Messrs. Alford, John W. Alien, 
Banks, Beirne, Black, Brewster, Sampson H. 
Butler, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dromgoole, Fisher, Gentry, Haber- 
sham, Hawkins, Holt, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jack- 
son, Jameson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Lucas, McKay, F. Mallory, Miller, Morrow, Nisbet, 
Pickens, Rhett, Rives, James Rogers, Samuels, 
Shepard, Stanly, Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Underwood, and Warren—42. 

So the bill passed. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana asked the general con- 
sent of the House to permit him to lay before the 
House a number of joint resolutions and memorials 
which he bad been for a long time receiving from 
his Legislature on a variety of subjects. 

It was objected to by Mr. RUSSELL of New 
York. 

Mr. SMITH then moved to suspend the rules 
for leave, but was ruled out of order by the 
SPEAKER. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
House then resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Unicon, and resumed the 
consideration of th? bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplonfatic expenses of Government 
for 1841. 

The question pending wason the motion of Mr. 
Sranty to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill. 

Mr. RHETT being entitled to the floor, spoke at 
great length. His remarks will appear hereafter. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD,next obtained the floor; but 
gave way fora motion that the committee rise; 
which prevailed. 
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The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
following communications, viz: 

I. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House, of the 19th ult. statements showing a com- 
parative view of the average cost of the army 
proper, for each individual, taking the aggregate of 
the officers, professors of the Military Academy, 
cadets, and enlisted men in the service of the 
United States for the year 1837, 1838, 1839, and 
1840, for subsistence to soldiers, clothing, and 
quartermasters and medical stores, and other ar- 
ticles embraced under the general character of sup- 
plies for the army not fixed by law, &c. , 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

II. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting in obedience to a resolution of the House 
passed the 25th of May, 1840, reports of the Pay- 
master General, Adjutant General, Commissary 
General of Subsistence,and Quartermaster General, 
together with documents in relation to the claims 
of the Territory of Iewa fur the expenses of a 
portion of the militia of said Territory, called into 
service during the autumn of 1839. 

Referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

III. A ietter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting the annual report of the Colonel of Ord- 
nance, With a statement showing the expenses of 
the national armories, and of the arms, &c. made 
therein during the year ending Sept. 30, 1840. 

Laid on ihe table, and ordered to be printed. 

IV. A letter from the Commissioner of Patents, 
tsansmitting, in obedience to the act “to promote 
the useful arts,” his annual report. 

Referred to the Committee on Patents. 

And then, at ten minutes past 7 o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, February 20, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a report 
from the Secretary of War, in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate of the 2d instan!, in rela- 
tion to the suspension of payments under treaty 
with the Stockbridge and Munsee Indians; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY ef Alabama presented a memorial 
of citizens of Morgan county, Alabama, praying 
the passage of a general bankrupt law; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of a number 
of the citizens of Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa, pray- 
ing the establishment of a mail route; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of a 
number of the citizens of Maine, praying the en- 
— of a bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the memorial of Susan 
Dougherty; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. ANDERSON submitted the followisg reso- 
lution, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate to the Senate the number of claims filed before 
the Board of Commissioners under the Cherokee 
treaty of 1835, ’6, for compensation under said 
treaty for reservations taken by the claimants or 
their ancestors, under the Cherokee treaties of 1817 
and 1819; the names cf the claimants, and the 
amount claimed for each reservation; the number 
of reservotian claims allowed by the Board; the 
amounts severally awarded, the aggregate thereof, 
and the names of the claimants to whom awarded; 
the number of reservation claims rejected by the 
Board; the amoants severally claimed, the aggre- 
gate thereof, and the names of the claimants, Also, 
the number of reservations registered for under said 
treaties of 1817 and 1819. That he also communi- 
cate how much of the three hundred thousand dol- 
lars appropriated under the third supplemental arti- 
cle of the treaty of 1835, °6, for the satisfaction of 
reservation claims, has been applied to that object, 
and how much of said fand remains uvexpended; 
whether, in his opinion, any, and what, reservation 
or other clzims rejected by the Board of Commis- 
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sioners are, from the evidence on file, within the 








equity of the provisions of the treaty of 1835, °6. 

Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following motion; 
which was considered and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State inform the 
Senate what progress has been made in the comple- 
tion of the census of 1840; whether the work, or 
any part of it, has yet been placed in the hands of 
the printer to Congress, as required by the laws; 
and whether the printed abstracts may be expected 
to be laid before Congress during its present ses- 
sion. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions, 
which were considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Har- 
risonville, south, to Charlottesville, on the south 
side of Merriderine river, fifteen miles above the 
Harmony mission, in the State of Missouri. 

Resolved, Toat the Commitiee on the Post Office 
aud Post Koads be instrucied to inquire into the 
expediency of extending the mail route from Little 
Osage along the western line of the State of Mis- 
souri, SO as to intersect the route terminating at 
Clemmons’s office in Jasper county, fifty-five miles. 

The follcwing resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. Puetrs, wasconsidered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform the Senate whether any money 
has been paid from the Treasury of the United 
States to any person whose name is included ina 
list of balances standing on the books of the Trea- 
sury, which have remained unsettled by receivers 
of public moneys more than three years prior to 
the 30th September, 1839; and if any money has 
been paid to any such receivers, to whom, with the 
amount and date of each payment; and, also, when 
the sums constituting such balances against any re- 
ceiver were severally received by him, if there be 
such information, and if not, when such balances 
were reported against such receivers upon the books 
of that Department. 

Mr. NORVELL moved to take up the resolu 
tion relative to the admission of ladies to the privi- 
leged seats on the floor of the Senate, which was 
laid on the table on Thursday. The motion was 
disagreed to—ayes 17, noes 26. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill authorizing the erection 
of certain light-houses and light-boats, and the es- 
tab!ishment of certain buoys and beacon lights, and 
after various amendments had been adopted, it was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the House bill further to con- 
tinue in force the act for the payment of horses and 
other property lst in the military service of the 
United States; and it was erdered tu a third read- 
ing, and then read a third time, and passed. 

The House bill to extend for five years the act, 
approved July 7, 1838, granticg half pay and pen- 
sions to certain widows, was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
The bill to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to certain Cherokee warriors, under the 
provisions of the fourteenth article of the treaty of 
1835; and 

The bill for the relief of John McLeod; were 
severally considered as in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

The Honse bill concerning navy pensicns and 
half pay, was taken up, and after various amend- 
ments had been adopted, it was, on motion of Mr. 
WALKER, laid on the table for the present. 


The Senate then, in pursuance to the order of 
yesterday, proceeded to the 


ELECTION OF PRINTER. 
Mr. MANGUM announced his intention of not 
voling. 
The ballots having been counted, the VICE 
PRESIDENT announced the result a: fullows: 
For Biair and Rives, 26 
F. P. Buarr, I 


So Brain and Rives were declared to be duly 


elected Printers of the Senate for the 27th Con- 
gress. 
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(Mr. Nicnotson (Dem.) and Mr. Bares (Fed.) 
were absent when the vote was taken | 

REPEAL OF THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Cray of Ken- 
tucky for the repeal of the Independent Treasury 
law, with the amendment proposed by ALLEN, was 
taken up, and Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate in 
favor of its adoption. 

Mr. ALLEN, after a few remarks in explana- 
tion of the motion he was about to make, moved 
to lay the whole subject on the table, bat withdrew 
it at the request of 

Mr. CLAY, who briefly replied te Mr. ALLEN, 

Mr. WILLIAMS and Mr. WALKER followed, 
assigning their reasons for the votes they were about 
to give. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, that the yeas and nays 
having been ordered, and as the resolutions of his 
State, which it beeame his duty to present to the 
Senate a few days since, had reference to the ques- 
tion to be voted upon, he deemed it his duty to say 
something before recording the vote which he should 
give. The resolution now under consideration, in- 
structs the Committee on Finance to bring in a bill 
to repeal the act passed last year, called the Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill; and it will be recollected 
that one of the resolutions passed by the Legisla- 
ture of Maine, now in session, declares, “that the 
act of Congress in relation to the collection, keep- 
ing, and disbursing the ; ubdlic money, approved on 
the 4th of July Jast, commonly denominated the 
Independent, or Sub Treasury act, was uncalled 
for by the people, and is aga‘nst the genius of our 
free institutions, tending to substitute a metallic for 
our present mixed currency, and ought forthwith 
to be repealed;” and another resolution ts, “that the 
honorable Rene! Williams, previous to his election 
to the Senate of the United States, having declared 
and published that it is the duty of the elected to 
carry into effect the will of bis constituents, if he 
is instructed what that will is, or resign his trust— 
we, therefore, hereby instruct him that the forego- 
ing resolutions express the will of his constituents.’? 
Intending to obey the instructions of the Legisla- 
ture, when given as such, or resign his trast, Mr. 
W. said the question was,whether or not the reso- 
lations of his State were instructions to him how 
he should vote upon this or any other of the sub- 
jects named in the resolutions. Some one should 
be responsible to the people for every vote given by 
a Senator upon this floor, and that responsibility 
should not be uncertain, or the subject of contest be- 
tween the Senator and the Legislature, if it 
should happen that the vote should prove 
wrong or adverse to the public good. A 
Senator must be held responsible to his con- 
stituents and to his country for all votes may 
give, unless he can say and prove that he gives the 
vote under the instructions of his Legislature, and 
in such case the vote so given is, virtually, not his 
vote, but the vote of the Legislature; in which case 
the responsibility attending it is upon the Legisla- 
ture, and they are responsible to the people for it, 
and not the Senator. In this view of the case, 
Mr. W. said he could not regard the resolutions of 
his Legislature as instructiag him how to vote upon 
this or any of the subjects named in them, and he 
was confirmed in this be ief that they were not such 
instructions as wobld change the responsibility of 
ihe votes he might give, from himself to the Legisla- 
ture, by the opinion of those in whose judgment he 
had great confidence. If, said Mr. W. the Legis- 
lature of his State desired him to vote for or 
against any measure, it was only for them to say 
so, in terms not liable to dispute or question, and 
he weuld obty or resign. He only wished the in- 
structions to be in such language as would autho- 
rize him to say, now and hereafter, that the votes he 
shou!d give under instructions, were the votes di- 
rected by his Legislature, and for which they, and not 
he, were responsible to their common masters. 

Are the resolutions of the Legislature of Maine, 
then, to be regarded as such instractions as would 
make the Legislature responsible to the people of 
Maine for any consequences which may result 
from the atoption of the various measures they 
recommend? id the majority of the Legislature 
which passed the resolutions contemplate or in- 
tend tc assume any suc responsibility? He thought 





















































* 


= hy om 
oe 


sea, 





ie 


= 





se 


— ay 
: 


gl eae fis 


We Pe eee ee 
re RE ERT” BGO Ls iD 


*. - 


Ow a a 
(I~ OF Su is . 


PP arn 


- 


. 
on ee 


meee ey? 


*, “~ 


2 4 


~ Bart ea TNE yee 


we 6g 4G 


rh 3. 
“ 


ow 
* 


198 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





ec: XkX—n—nmwnwSsSsSXOO sss ss ss sss s  eee_S_m 








not, because in terms they are not such, and he 
had seen in the reports of the proceedings of that 
Legislature, while the resolutions were under con- 
sideration, that the same majority which passed 
them, refused, by a vote, taken by ayes and noes, 
to adopt an amendment then proposed to precede 
the words ‘‘the honorable” in these words: ‘-believ- 
ing the doctrines of instractions to be founded in 
sound sense and enligh'ened reajon, and holding 
firmly to the opinion that it is the daty of the elected 
to obey the will of the electors, or else to resign the 
trust confided to his care.” Again, if the majority 
intended to instruct, and to make themselves tre- 
sponsible for votes given in cenformity with the 
resolations, why did they not do itin terms not 
liable to misconception or cispute? Why “instract 
him that the foregoing resolutionsexpress the will of 
his constituents,” and nothing more? Suppose (said 
Mr. W.) his vote should be given in accordatce 
with what the Legislature declare to be the will of 
his constituents, and it should prove that such was 
not the will of his constituents, or that 1uinous con- 
s°*quences should result from such a vote; and upon 
being called to account for thus voting, he should 
atiempt to screen himself from the responsibility of 
the yote, and cast it npon the Legislature of his 


- Btate, could he do ii? Might not the majority well 


say that by the resolutions they meant to instruct 
him what they considered and held to be the will 
of his consiituests, and then leave him te act upon 
his own responsibility? and that they had no idea 
of responsibility further than to express their cpi- 
nion of the will of bis constituents? 

But, continaed Mr. W. it may be said that, al- 
though the Legislature had not instructed, or in- 
tended to instruct him, in such manner as to make 
them resy onsible for the votes he might give pursu- 
ant to their resvlutions, still it was his duty to obey 
or resign, in cons« quence of his answers to certain 
questions published near the time of his first elec- 
(ion to the Senate, and el!uded to in the resolutions. 
is this so? To determine this point, the question 
and answer should both be considered, and they 
are these. Question—“TIs it the right of the people, 
through their Representatives, to instruct their pub- 
Jic servants, and direct their action upon all mat- 
ters of general interest; and is it, or is it not, the 
imperative duty of such public servants to obey 
such instructions, or give up the trusts confided to 
thea?” Answer—“I regard the elected as the 
agent of the electors. By the election, a confi- 
cence is reposed in the agent, and he is to act, 
inthe absence of instructions, according to his 
best jujgment and discretion, when ins'ructed, he 
18 to vote the will of his constituents, if he can con- 
sclentiously—if not, to resign his trust, and thereby 
put itin the power of tho:e who gavehim power, 
to cause their will to be obeyed.” ‘Taking the 
question and answer together, is there any thing 
in them to change or enlarge the doctrine of in- 
structions as generally received and understeo4? 
What is there in this answer beyond admitting the 
right of the Legislature to instruct their public 
agen's, and direct their action upon all matters of 
general interest, and the duty of the agent, when 
thus instructed and directed, to obey or resign? 


For himself, he would say that nothing more 
was intended, and that he could not see how others 
could fairly make any think more of it. Mr. W. 
added that the Legislature of his State were now 
in session, and would have ample opportunity to 
instruct him and direct his acion upon any sub- 
jects of general interest they might choc se, before 
any action could be had by Congress upon such 
sabjects; and if they shall take the responsibility 
of the votes which they may direct him to give, he 
should promptly obey or resign. 

Mr. SEVIER then obtained the floor, and re- 
newed the motion to Jay the resolution on the table, 
giving notice he would not withdraw it for friend 
or LOB 


The question was then taken on laying the reso- 
jution'‘on the table, and decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 27, noes 25, as fullows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Anderson, Benton, Ba- 
ehahan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cathbert, 
Fuitoo, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinsen, Se- 


vier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wall, Willisms, Wright, and Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bates, Clay of Ken- 
tacky, Cayton, Crivtendes, Dixon, Graham, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Nicholas, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Raggie:, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, Webster, and White—25. 

Mr. LINN then moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of bills connected with the 
Territories, and, after a few remarks from Mr. 
BUCHANAN in favor of the motion, it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK gave notice that on Monday he 
would ask the Senate to take up the bill for the re- 
charter of the banks of the District. 

The bili to provide fur running and marking the 
northern boundary line of a tract of land reserved 
for the hall-breeds of the Sac and Fox tribes of In- 
dian:; and 

The bill granting to the county of Johason, in 
the Territory of Iowa, the right of pre-emption to 
a tract of land for as: at of justice for said coun- 
ty; and repealing the second section of an act, ap- 
proved the 3d day of March, 1839, entitled “An 
act making a Coaation of land to the Territory of 
Iowa, for the parpose of erecting public buildings 
thereon; 
were severally considered as in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Tne Senite then went into Executive session. 

And then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, February 20, 1841. 

As soon as the journal had been read, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved to amend the 
j urnal, as follows: 

“Mr. Smira of Indiana asked ths general con- 
seat of the House to allowhim to lay beiore the 
House, and have printed, a number of joint resola- 
tions which had been accumulating on his hands 
from his Legislature. 

“It being obj-cied to by Mr. Russett, 

“Mr. Smiru then moved to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of leave; which was ruled out of order 
by the Caara. 

“Mr. Joun W. Jones having obtained the floor, 
moved that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union.” 

Mr. SMITH said he wished his motion to ap- 
pear on the journal, that he had attempted, as he 
had frequently attempted, to obtain the floor for 
that purpose. He thought it due to his State, and 
especially te himself, as they were in his opinion 
inteaded for himself and others of his colleagues 
who act here politically with him. 

Mr. CRABB and Mr. LINCOLN obj-cted to the 
placing of this motion cn the journal, on the ground 
that it was unusual, and if indulged in, would swell 
it to an enormous Size. 

Mr. SMITH replied, though it was unusual, 
and p-rhaps improper, he could have it appear on 
the journal by calling for the ayes and noes; but he 
said, as the time of the House was precious, and 
the session far spent, he would withdraw the pro- 
position to amen; but gave notice that he would 
take every opportunity to introduce them, and he 
hoped the House would afford that opportunity. 

Mr. RUSSELL said that as this was one of the 
days sets apart for the consideration of private bills, 
he would move that the day be devoted to the pur- 


ose. 
‘ The SPEAKER suggested that a suspension of 
the rules was necessary. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved a suspension of 
the rules. 


Mr. JONES of Virginia hoped that the motion 
would not prevail, as there were but a few days of 
the session now remaining ia which to transact the 
public business. 

The question was tnen taken—yeas 79, nays 68, 
not two thirds 

So the rules were not suspended. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House 
then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Liscoty in the 


chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriation for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year 184], 
The question pending being the motion of Mr. 
Sranty to strike out the enacting clause— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, being entitled to the floor, 
observed, alter some intreductory remarks, that 
his object was to call the attention of the House 
and the country to abuses which ought to and might 
be corrected to a great exten’, if Congress would 
act properly on the subject now before them; and 
after saying that he had some amendments which 
he intended to offer, alluded to the waste of time by 
members of the House, in raising useless questions 
of order and calling the yeas and nays, as one of 
these abuses. He also r- ferred to the fact that the 
postmaster of the city of New York received, in 
addition to his salary, by perquisites from box rent 
aod branch post offices, the sum of twenty-six thou- 
sand doliars per annum—one thousand dollars 
snore than the salary of the President of the United 
States. In relation to custem houses, Mr. U. 
wosld not speak of those in Charlesion, Boston, 
New Orleans, Pailade)phia, and other cities, but 
would merely point to the custom-house of New 
York, and by that, gentlemen might make their 
estimates ia respect to those of other cities of 
the Uaien. It appeared from docnmentary 
evidence that the collector of the customs, the 
naval officer, and the surveyor of the port, received 
$14,000 each from the condemnation of a single 
importa‘ion; and the collector, in addition to his 


‘salary, etc. in one year, amassed the enormous sum 


of thirtv-nioe thousand dollars! 

Mr. U. after some suggestions respecting the cus- 
toms, said that in no possible way could the re- 
venue for the coming year amount to any thing 
like what was estimated by the Secre'ary of the 
Treasury; and for that reason, Mr. U. said we 
ought to husband our resources, so far, at least, as 
tnis Congres was concerned, because he appre- 
hended there would be a deficit in the Treasury. 
He would not go into a discussion of the tariff, 
duties on wines and silks, etc. ; that would be pre- 
mature; and in effect, remarked that the daties on 
all the articles that entered into the consumption of 
the people ought to be so equalized as to make the 
burdens of Government fali equally upon all. 

Mr. U. expressed his opinion that, to accomplish 
the objects tor which this Government was esta- 
biished, it was necessary to diminish the number 
of Representatives in the House to one-half—to a 
business standard; and after illustrating his argu- 
ment, said that, as the House was now constituted, 
it was impossible to transact the public business 
with any degree of expedition. 

Mr. U. said the presumed conduct of the next 
Administration, and a number of important ques- 
tions—the public lands, internal improvements, as 
well as the tariff, had been made the subjects of 
discussion in the House. It had been said by a 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] that the dead 
march would be played over General Harrison and 
the Whig pariy in 1844. That was Lochiel’s 
warning; and, said Mr. U. it ought to come to pass 
unless the Whig party adhere to the principles 
which they promulgated before the election. But if 
you will carry out the principles which brought 
you into power—if you will make an In- 
dependent Treasury in fact, let Congress ap- 
point the Secretary of the Treasury, and amend 
the Constitution so as to appoint the Postmaster 
General in the same way. If you allow them to 
be independent men, requiring them to look into 
laws, and not to the White Hoase, for a definition 
of their duties, your administration will be glorious. 

Mr. U. said, he would belong to a party so long 
as it fought for principle; but so soon as they should 
scramble for the spoils, he was off. He never be- 
longed to such a patty, and never would. But he 
believed the coming Administration would adhere 
to its policy, and carry out the great principles for 
which its friends had contended. 

Mr. U. was in favor of a distribution of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and for a 
National Bank. If that could not be established, 
he would agree so to amend the Sub-Treasury law, 
that every man might there deposite a silver dollar, 
and receive a Government bill in return for it, Mr, 
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U. contended it was the bounden duty of Govern- 
ment to furnish the people with such a currency as 
could be used for the purposes of exchange; and 
concluded his remarks (of which this is aecessarily 
but a brief sketch) by adverting to the subject cf 
the public lands. 

Mr. SERGEANT said he bad a few words to 
say On the question before the Cuan; for it appear- 
ed, according to the course of gentiemen, that the 
good old-fashioned rule of speaking to the subject 
before them was to be exploded. 

Mr. b. then proceeded to reply to some of the ar- 
guments of the Jast speaker in relation to a reduc- 
tion of the number of members, etc. 

Without concluding, Mr. S. gave way to a mo- 
tion that the commitiee rise; which motion pre- 
vailed. 

So the committee rose, and reported progress. 

A motion was then made to adjourn until Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 76, 
nays 60. 

And, at twenty minutes to four o’clock, the House 
adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 22, 1841. 

Mr. WHITE presented resolutions passed by 
the Legislature of the State of Indiana in favor of 
adistribution of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands, and in favor of supporting the Gene- 
ral Government by duties on imports, and not by 
directtaxation. The resolutions were read, laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the memori- 
al of citizens of East Tennessee, prayinz the impo- 
sition of duty on foreign silks, and of counter- 
vailing duties; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of Levi 
Owen, and oihers, of I\linois, praying the opinion 
of Congress as to the true meaning and construc- 
tion of the Constitution,touching the right of property 
in slaves, the right of the States to issue bills of 
credit, and the power of Congress to create a Na- 
tional Bank. 

Mr. Y. vouched for the great respectability of 
the memorialists, though their opinions might, 
to some, appear singular. The memorial was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, in favor of a general 
bankrupt law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented two memorials of ci- 
tizens of the county of Erie, State of New York, 
and the memorial of citizens of the town of Alex- 
ander, in the same State, remonstrating against the 
ratification and execution of the la‘e trealy with the 
Seneca Indians; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. P. also presented the petition of John Pope; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Mississippi, asking that a River 
Land District may be established in that Srate; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. ROBINSON fresented the petition of Joseph 
Shoemaker; wh'ch was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions, 

Qa motion by Mr. KING, the Committee on 
Commerce was discharged frem the farther consi- 
deration of the memorial of the Legisla'ure of Lou- 
isiana, respecting the placing of buoys at the mouths 
of the Mississippi—a bill havicg been already 
passed on this subject. 

: BiLLS PASSED. 

The bill to authorize the Legislative Council of 
the Territory of Iowa to increase the jurisdiction of 
justices cf the peace in civil cases; 

The bill to provide for ranning and making the 
northern boundary line of a tract of land reserved 
~ te half-breeds of the Sac and Fox tribes of In- 

The bill granting to the county of Johnson, in 
the Territory of Iowa, the right of pre-emption to 
@ tract of land fora seat of justice in said coun- 





ty; and repealing the second section of an act, ap- 
proved the 31 day of March, 1839, entitled “An 
act making adonation of land to th: Territory of 
Iowa, for the purpose of erecting public buildings 
thereon; 

The bill to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to certain Cherokee warriors, under the 
provisions of the fourteenth article of the treaty of 
1835; and 

The bill for the relief of John McLeod; were se- 
verally read a third time, and passe. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked leave to introduce 
a bill to prevent the interference of certain federal 
officers in elections, and explained and advocated 
the propriety of the bill, concluding with a wish 
that a test vole might be made on granting leave. 

He was followed in the debate by Messrs. NOR- 
VELL, WRIGHT, CLAY of Kentucky, CAL- 
HOUN, BUCHANAN, CUTHBERT, and PRES. 
TON. 

At the close of Mr. Preston’s remarks much 
noise was made in one of the galleries by the 
stamping of feet and clapping of hands. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama demanded that the gal- 
lery should be cleared. 

Mr. ANDERSON also insisted that the gallery 
should be cleared. 

Several other Senators joined in the request. 

Mr. CLAY: Spare the ladies—they have not 
sinned. I hope they may be suffered to remain. 

Mr. ANDERSON said the noise procecded from 
the eastern gallery; and he or his friends had no 
wish to di-turb the ladies. 

The eastern gallery was then cleared; and 

Mr. CALHOUN having made scme remarks on 
the bill, the question was taken on granting leave 
to introduce it, and it was decided in the negative 
—ayes 14, noes 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Graham, Henderson, Hun- 
tington, Mangum, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives. Southard, and Ta'lmadge—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Beaton, Bua- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbsrt, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkio, Meuton, 
Nicholson, Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright, and 
Young— 26. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted the follow- 
ing letter to the Senate: 


“Wasainaton, Feb. 22, 1841. 
“Hon. R. M. Jounnson, 
Vice President of the United States: 


“Sir: It is the object of this letter to make known 
to the Senate the resignation of my seat as one of 
the Senators from Massachusetts, having already 
informed the Executive of that S:a'e ihat from this 
day my place would be vacant. 

“In retiring from a situation in which so con- 
siderable a part of my life has been passed, I hope 
I may be permitted to exp ess my high respect for 
the body of which I have been a member, the inte- 
rest I shall ever feel in the preservation of its cha- 
racter and dignity, and my cordial wishes for the 
health and happiness cf all those with whom I have 
been associaied, 

“With much personal regard, I have the honor 
to be your obedient cervan!, 

D. WEBSTER.” 


When the ietter had been read, 


Mr. CUTHBERT and Mr. WRIGHT simulta- 
neously rose, but the former gentleman obtaining th? 
floor, expressei his regret that the Senator from 
Massachusetts was not present to exp'ain or retract 
certain opinions heretofore expressed by him on a 


the Union. 


An animated debate followed, in which Messrs. 
CLAY of Kentucky, PRESTON, CUTHBERT, 
and RIVES, participated, and which was termi- 
nated by a successful motion for adjournment. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 22, 18i1. 
Mr. LANE moved a jon of the rules for 
the purpose of taking up the bill from the Senate, 


subject of vital interest to the Southern section cf : 





























confirming to the State of Indiana certa’n lands for 
canal purposes. 

At the suggestion of Mr. CLIFFORD, 

Mr. LANE modified his motion so as to inelnde 
the bill making further prov sion for the expenses 
of an exp'oration and survey of a portion of the 
Northeastern boundary line. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, chairman of the Com- 
mitiee of Ways and Means, expressed bis wilime- 
ness that one hour should be devoted to these bills; 
after which time be should feel bound to insist on 
the further execution of the special order on the 
general appropriation bill. 

NATIONAL DEFENCES. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, (Mr. Lane having 
given way for that purpose,) repornd a WH, in 
compiiance with the instructions of the Hotse, 
making appropriations for ceriain fortifications of 
the United States generally for the year 1841, and 
for armament of fortifications; also, for raising a 
company of sappers, miners, and pontoniers, and 
appropriating $500,000 for steam ships cf war. 
The ameunt proposed by the bill to be appropriated 
s $1,678,000. 

The bi'l was read a first and second time, an4, 

On motion of Mr. THOMP ON, it was com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
tbe Union, and ordered to be prinied. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules; which was decide in the affir- 
ma'ive; and 

* The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union—Mr. Banks 
in the chair—and proceeded to the cousideration of 
the bill entitled “An act to confirm to the State of 
Indiana the land sel-cted by her for that portion of 
the Wabash and Erie canal which lies between 
the mouthof the Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, 
and for other purposes,” 

INDIANA CANAL LANDS AND NORTHEASTERN 
BOUNDARY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

At the instance of Mr. PROF FI, the report of 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate cu 
on the subject was read; and the bill was then laut 
aside to be reported to the House. 

The committee then proceeded to the consilera- 
tion of the “bill to make farther provision for the 
expenses of an exploration and survey of that 
part of the Northeastern boundary line of the Uni- 
ted States which separates the S:ates of Maine and 
New Hampshire from the British Provinces.” 

When this bill was under consideration on the 
13:h instant, a mo'ion was mace by Mr. Unps: 
woop to amend it by striking out $75,000, the 
amoent proposed to be appropriated, and ioserting 
€¢37 500 Mr. Perrinin, on the same day, moved 
to reduce the appropriation to $12,000. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he believed he was entitled 
to the floor when the bill was up before. Since 
that time he had paid some attention to the bii!, 
and was convinced t'at the sum contemplatd ta 
be appropriated was necessary for the purpore. 
He, therefore, should withdraw opposition in every 
shape, and he weuld vote for the bill. He bad as- 
certained that there were three lines to be run in- 
s‘ead of one. 

Mr. CLIFFORD expressed the hope that he 
might have the attention of the committee for a 
few minutes, while he made a brief explanaticn of 
the necessity of the appropriation asked for in the 
bill under consideration. He believed it would bs 
wholly unsafe to reduce the amount, ani he could 
not doubt that all would corcur wih him when the 
fac's of the caxe were faliy understwod. Before he 
at empted to explain the estimates which had beca 
submitted by the commissioners, he desired to 
make one or two remarks in reference to the po.i- 
tion which the State he in part represented, occu- 
pied in regard to this survey and expluiation. te 
wished to remind the commi'tee that neiiher the 
peuple nor the authorities of Maice have ever asked 
this Government to iisisu'e i‘; and be did not 
know as it would be going too frr tsay it Wes not 
desired by his State at the time it was first reeom- 
mended, or when that recommenda ioo received 
the sanction of Congress. At that time the Execu 
tive of Maine was pressing upon this Government 
the performance of its constitutionai obligations to 
protect the Siate against invasion from a loreign 
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foe. If the wishes of the State bad been consulted, 
a military occupation of the territory in dis- 
pute, under the authority of the United 
Siates, in all probability would have re- 
moved the necessity which may now be sup- 
posed to exist, to take any steps to counte- 
rvet the influence of the ex parte exploration of 
British agents. But, sir, whai answer did the ac- 
tion of Congress instituting this survey give to the 
authorities of Maine, as a reply 'o the demand to 
repel the invaders from its soil? lt amounts to thi+, 
in my estimation: England is a great and haugh'y 
power; if the request made should be immediately 
granted, there is danger that the peace(ul rela'ions 
between the two countries may be interrupted; it 
has become important to institute a counter survey, 
to be made the basis of ancther effort (fruitless he 
feared it would be) to convince Lord Palmerston 
of the preposterous character of the British claim. 
This survey iS not necessary to convince the people 
of Maine of their rights; they understand them full 
weil; nor is it necessary to enable this Government 
to judge of the rightful character of their claim un- 
der the treaty of 1783. Every branch of this Govern- 
ment, over and over again, and inthe most solema 
manner, has admitted the right of the State to the 
whole territory in dispute. No objection, however, 
was made to the proposed survey; none will be by 
any memter from Maine, onless it should be con- 
verted into an excuse for unreasonable delay in 
removing the British trcops quartered upon the 
soil, and within the jarisdiction of the State. Mr. 
C. said, he did not desire any extravagance in this 
er any other branch of the public service. Alli he 
desired was, that the amount should be sufficient 
to insure the completion of the work during the 
next season. Negotiation is at a stand for the want 
of the information expected from commission. 
Let the survey be compleetcd—to that he would 
not object. It ought to be made; but let it be well 
and quickly déne. Last year’s appropriation is 
now exhausted, and but little, comparatively, has 
been accomplished. The commisvioners, in pur- 
suance of that duty, have estimated the expense 
to complete the survey, basing the calculation 
upon the actual cost per mile of the last year’s 
work. It is said to be extravagant—doubtiess gen- 
tlemen think so—but does any one know,and can it 
be demonstrated, thata less sum will be sufficient 
to ensure the accomplishment of the object in 
view, without unnecessary delay? He would ap- 
peal to the committee if it is not more reasonable 
to believe that if any considerable reduction should 
be made from the estimates submitted, the ef- 
fect of it will be to throw the whole maiter over 
another year, and to invite an application 
at the next session of Congress for a new appri- 
priation. He thought so, and he feared such would 
be the result. itis true the sum is large, but the 
service to be performed is far greater than gentle- 
men seem to suppose, and much more expensive 
than an ordinary survey of courses and distances; 
the commissioners are required to make a barome- 
trical survey to ascertain the altitude of all the prin- 
cipal elevations on the different routes, and, as he 
supposed, their latitude and longitude. There are 
three lines to be explored, each extending tt rough 
a wilderness, or rather a dense forest, the distance 
of two or three hundred miles. One of these lines 
er routes, called the meridian line, extends from the 
monument marked on the map, to the northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia, and the other two extend 
quite across the State from west to east, being the 
true north line, and the one recently surveyed by 
the British agents. As every member of the com- 
mittee must perceive, it requires three companies to 
prosecute the work, and as he (Mr. C.) understood, 
of forty men toacompany. The necessity of so 
large a force is easily explained, on account of the 
distance from settlements, and the difficulty of 
transporting provisions and the necessary imple- 
ments to prosecute the work. Mr. C. made some 
further explanations as to the extraordinary cha- 
racter of the report of Messrs. Featherstonangh 
and Mudge, and ccncluded by remarking that, as 
the members : n all side of the House ioformed him 
they were ready to vote the whole amount asked 
tor, he would not pursue the subjec! at this time. 
Mr. PETRIKIN said that any member of the 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





commitiee bad been challenged to show that the 
appropriation asked for by this bill was not too 
large. Now, Mr. P. would stat-, that two dis‘inct 
lines were run betweea Texas and the United 
Staies, and only $10,000 were appropriated for that 
purpose. The distance was about three times 
greater than that part of the Northeastern bounda 
ry line of the United States which separates the 
States of Maine and Hampshire from the Brit'sh 
Provinces He said thatthe reason for this small ap- 
pro priation was obvious. Men had been taken from 
the woods, and were acquainted with the country; 
while, on the other hand, genflemen had been taken 
from colleges, who knew nothing. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was rejected. 

And the question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was also rejected. 

Oa motion of Mr. JAMESON, the commitiee 
then rose, and reported the bills to the House. 

The question was then taken, Shall the bill to 
confirm certain Jands to the State of Indiana be 
read a third time? and passed in the affirmative. 

The bill was read a third time; and the question 
being put, Shall the bill pass? 

It was passed in the affirmative. 

The question was about being taken on engross- 
ing, tor a third reading, the bill to make further pro- 
visicn for the expenses of an exploration and sur- 
vey of a portion of the Northeastern boundary line, 
when 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the words $75,000 
in the third line be stricken out, and that $20,000 be 
inserted in lieu thereof. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved $50,000. 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL moved that $37,500 
be inserted. 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question; 
which being seconded, was put and carried, and 

The mais question was then put, 

1. On striking out $75,000 and inser:ing $50,000. 

2. On striking out $75,000 and inserting $37,500. 

2. Onstriking out $75,000, and inserting $20,000. 

A!l of which amendmenis were severally re- 
jected. 

_The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
was read a third time. 

And the question was then stated, Shall the bill 
pass? when 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to re-commit the bill to 
a Select Committee, with instructions to inquire 
how many French cooks, pots of currant jelly, and 
sweet meats, were required for the commissioners 
to conduct the survey. 

Pending which motion, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, put, and carried; and 

The main question was then put, and passed n 
the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. 

STEAMBOAT EXPLOSIONS. 

Mr. PETRIKIN inquired of the Spraxer whether 
there was not a special order for this day? 

The SPEAKER replied that a special order— 
the steamboat bills—had, on the 16:h instant, by a 
vote of two-thirds, been further postponed until 
this day. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the spe- 
cial orde: was pestponed until Monday next, and 

The Honse resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Unioe—Mr. Bett 
in the Chair—and resumed the consideration of the 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
STaNn.y to strike out the enacting clause. 

Mr. SERGEANT resumed his remarks, and 
concluded at one o’clock. 

Mr. STANLY then withdrew the motion to 
strike out the enacting elause of the bill, stating 
that he did so at the earnest request of gentlemen 
of both sides. He bad made the motion in the first 
instance, in order that he might have an opportu- 
nity of making his speech. He was satisfied, if 
others were. If other gentlemen desired to speak, 
they could renew the motion. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Hunt to strike out the following proviso: 

“Provided, however, That the district attorneys of the United 


States, in and for the several districts, the clerks and marshals, 
respecuvely, of the same, shall render an account guarier year- 


ly, each and every year hereafter, to the Secretary of the Trea. 
sury, Of all fees, emoluments, and receipts, of every name and 
nature whatever, by them respectively received by virtue of 
their said offices; which account shall be rendered upon oath o1 
affirm: and shali be in such form, and supported by such 
proofs as the Secretary of the Treasury in his judgment ma 

prescribe for the purpose of enforcing the provisoes hereinafter 
named, that is to say: if it shall appear that the salaries, fees 
emoluments, receipts and earnings, of any of the said atiorneys 
shall exceed the sum of dollars, then such attorneys shal’ 
pay such excess into the Treasury of the United States for gene. 
ral purposes of the Government; and if the salaries, fees, emoly. 
ments, or earnings, of any of said clerks shall exceed —__ 
dollars, then the excess shall, in like manner, be paid into the 
Treasury for the purposes aforesaid; and if the salaries, earnings, 
fees, and emoluments, of any of the said marshals shall exceed 


the sum of dollars, then such excess shall also be paid 
into the Treasury for purposes aforesaid.” 


Mr. CUSHING then obtained the floor, bur 
yielded it momentarily, for purposes of explana- 
tion, to 

Messrs. STANLY, RHETT, and RIVEs. 
[These explanations had reference to some facts 
stated by Mr. Sranty in his speech on Thursday 
evening last } 

Mr. RIVES requested the gentleman from Mas. 
sachusetis to let him have the floor for a few mo- 
ments, to notice the charge of the gentieman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Stanty,] ‘that Abolitionists 
were in the caucus that prepared the Atherton reso- 
lutions.” 

Mr. CUSHING consented; and 

Mr. RIVES was about to proceed, when 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina and Mr. 
PECK objected. 

Mr. RIVES insisted that he had the floor, and as 
the statement ef the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Stanty,] was in conflict with the ac- 
count he had given during his canvass for Congress 
two years ago, he hoped to have the attention of 
the committee for a few moments. 

Mr. R. said he went into that caucus, but not 
with Abolitionists. There was not any man in it 
who wished Congress to interfere with slavery. He 
would not go into an examination ef the opinions 
of the member from Ohio, [Mr. Duncan] but he 
felt it his duty to say here, what he had said at 
home, “that the gentleman from Ohio had no ogency 
in preparing the resolutions alluded to, nor was he in 
the caucus.” 

Mr. STANLY insisted that he was, and that he 
ceuld prove it by respectable members of the party 
to which Mr. R. belonged. 

Mr. RIVES said the gentleman’s informant was 
mistaken; that the same thing had been said, and 
perhaps founded on the same evidence, in his dis- 
trict, which caused him to inquire into the matter 
when he came to the last session of Congress, and 
he had not met with a man who had any recollec- 
tion of seeing the member from Ohio in caucus, 
and that the member himself had authorized him 
to say that he was not there. 

Mr. CUSHING then renewed the motion to 
strike out the enacting clause, but after some re- 
marks on the impropriety of attempting reform at 
the present session, withdrew if. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Honr to strike out the proviso in relation to district 
attorneys, marshals, &c. (as above stated.) 

Mr. HUNT tock the floor, but yielded it for the 
moment to 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, who desired to 
submit an amendment; but, it not being in order 
then to do so, he gave notice that he would move it 
at the proper time. 

Mr. HUNT then addressed the committee stricily 
with reference to the immediate motion submitted 
by him—explaining certain particulars in which 
his former remarks had been misunderstood; and 
expressing himself ready to enter upon a system of 
retrenchment and reform whenever the moment 
arrived at which, from the composition of the 
House, any efficient action could be had. 

Mr. REED entered into a history of this matter, 
and ef the various efforts that had been made to 
provide a remedy for what he considered an evil 
which ought to be corrected. The fees were exor- 
bitant and should be reduced. 

Mr. G. DAVIS submitted the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

“after the word districts, in the 416th line, insert ‘shall ren- 


der an account quarter yearly, each and every year hereafter, to 
the Secretary of the asury, of all fees, commissions, and 








other emoluments, of every name and nature whatever, accru- 
ing to them, directly or indirectly, in consequence of any ser- 
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vice pertaining to their office rendered for the Government ot 
the United States; and no district attorney shall be entitled to 
be paid, or to retain as compensation for all such services so 
rendered the Government of the United States, a sum exceed- 
ing $ , in any one year, including his saiary, and all other 
emoluments arising directly or indireetly from his office, — 

‘Also amend said clause by striking out these words: ‘If It 
shall appear that the salaries, fees, emoluments, receipts, and 
earnings, of any of the said attorneys shall exceed the sum of 
dollars, then such attorneys shall pay such excess into 
the Treasury of the United States for the general purposes of 
the Government.’ And before the words salaries, fees, &c. in- 
sert the word nett. : 

“And at the end of the proviso proposed to be stricken out, 
add: ‘And that in all cases where the fees, emoluments, receipts, 
and earnings of any clerk of any District or Circuit Court of the 
United States, or of beth together, where they may be blended 
and united in the same individual, shall in any year exceed the 
sum of ¢——, such District Court may allow to the Clerk there- 
of, and such Circuit Court may allow to the Clerk thereof, a rea- 
sonable compensation for as many deputies as may have been 
necessary, in addition to his own attention and labor, to have ena- 
bled him to perform the duties of his office in any one year. 
And the Circuit Court that may sitin any district, or, if there be 
no such Circuit Court, then the District Court thereof, may al- 
low to any Marshal of any District of the United States the like 
reasonable compensation for as many deputies as may have 
been necessary to have enabled him to perform the duties of 
his office in any one year in which hisemolnments, earnings, and 
receipts shall have exceeded the sum of $—; and also the rea- 
sonable travelling expenses of such Marshal and his deputies, 
actually incurred in the execution of their official duties; which 
several allowance for deputies, and the expenses of any Marshal 
or Deputy Marshal, so made bY any Court, shall be forthwith 
certified to the Tréasury of the United States.” 


Mr. D. explained to the committee the effect of 
his proposition, and submitted some general re- 
marks in regard to the reform and retrenchment 
which they had underiaken to carry out. He had 
not consluded when, the hour of 24 having ar- 
rived, 

The House took a recess until 4 o’clock. 








EVENING SEssI0Nn. 

After the recess, 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky resumed bis remarks 
in support of his amendment. He spoke at some 
length in favor of reducing the salaries of all offi- 
cers in the employ of Government. Whea that 
shall be the case, he contended that the Executive 
would no longer be annoyed, as under the present 
system of high salaries. If the salaries were not 
higher than a fair compensation, then individuals 
would no longer aspire-to office, for it would hold 
out no inducement. Mr. D. went on to show, that 
by this plan the influence of the Executive would 
be lessened, and concluded by slightly modifying 
his amendment. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL agreed that this subject 
required attention, and that there were many abuses 
in the system whic’ called loudly for reform. He 
submitied, however, whether at this late period of 
the session there was time for the investigation of 
so importanta matter. Only a few days remained 
of the session, and there were now no less than 
five appropriation bills to be acted upon. He 
hoped, therefore, that the appropriation bills would 
be first passed, and the present subject be post- 
poned until there should be a more favorable op- 
portunity for doing it justice. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON hoped, that in 
case he could not vote for the proviso, he 
should not be accused cf being opposed to retrench- 
ment andreform. If the system weie an evil, it 
appeared tohim an irremediable evil. Mr. W. 
proceeded to contend that alihough in two or 
three places the fees of United States district at- 
tornies, etc. might be too large, yet in the majority 
of cases in various parts of the country, the com- 
pensation was hardly sufficient to ensure the ser- 
vices of competent men. The consequence was, 
that, in numerous instances, none but third-rate 
lawyers could be procured to act for the Govern- 
ment. It was absurd and unjust to reduce the 
fees of a whole class merely because one or two 
might receive a liberal sum. The fee bill did 
undoubtedly require some alterations, but yet he 


did not hesitate to say that the fees in the majority of - 


cases in other paris of the Union, were not suffi- 
cient to ensure the services of competent men. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio followed, and concladed 
by raising a point of order as to whether the provi- 
so in question could, under the rules, be inserted in 
an appropriation bill. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL contended that the provi- 
80, according to the previous practice of the House, 
was strictly in order. He referred to various in- 
stances to stow that, when crying abuses existed, 
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Congress had always correcied those abuses in an 


appropriation bill. Mr. V. also gave his views 
at some length onthe merits of the question in- 
volved in the proviso. 


The point of order raised by Mr. Mason still 
pending, 


The CHAIR observed that he could not decide | 


that the proviso should be strieken from the bill, 
because the commitiee only had the power, and 
could strike out the proviso as improperly reported 
if they thought proper. Were the Carre to de- 
cide that. it should be stricken out on the grovad 
that it was improperly reported, it woull bea 
usurpation of power. He most therefore leave it 
for the action of the committee. 


The commitiee then acquiesced in the decision 
of the Carr. 


The question then being on the amendment of 
Mr. Davis to the motion of Mr. Hunt to strike out 
the proviso, 


Messrs. GRINNELL, VANDERPOEL, and 
MONROE, gave their views. 

Mr. FLOYD said that he had not intended to ad- 
dress the committee upon this provision of the bill 
for reducing the fees of district attorneys, and 
should not do so now, were he nct an ardent ad- 
mirer of the principles of ‘economy and reform,” 
which appeared to be deserted by those who had 
profe:sed for them the highest regard. We have 
been told (said Mr. F.) that the party which has 
lately triumphed had inscribed, in the ample folds 
of its banner, “economy and reform;” and he sup- 
posed, when he came to attend this session of Con- 
gress, that tho-e who had preached so loud and so 
long on that subject would make some attempt to 
practise, afier election, what they had preached be- 
fore the election. We have been told, too, that the 
present Administration has been condemned for its 
extravagance; and where is the member on this 
fluor, of the Opposition party, who can rise in his 
place and say that he did not give circulation to 
speeches, delivered here at the last session, de- 
nouncing the Administration as profligate and ex- 
travagani? And yet we have reached the 17thpage 
of the general appropriation bill, and the first 
dollar is not yet stricken out by any move 
from any member of this great “economy and re- 
form” patty. An honorable member has told us 
that the reform called for by the recent election is 
a general reform, and not a trifling picayune busi- 
ness. Sv be it. Let him apply his general re- 
form to this bill, and reduce the expenses of the 
Government, Another has told us that they will 
begin the work when they have the power. Sir, 
said Mr. F. they have the power now—let them 
try ; and if any one has the courage to make the 
atiempt, my word for it, he will find enough here 
to help him carry it through. Now is the time to 
commence the good work, before the offices are 
filled with their friends; now, when they can es- 
cape the odium of reducing salaries after appoint- 
ments are made. Will they be more willing to ap- 
ply the pruning knife when their political friends 
are in possession of the cffices? Why, sir, it is 
but a day or two since, that my honorable colleague 
from the Columbia District [Mr. Vanperport] at- 
tempted to strike out an appropriation of $1,000 
fo: a clerk in the Fifth Auditor’s office; but, al- 
though the clerkship is vacant, and has been for 
some time, he got no aid from the economy and re- 
form party; they shrank from abolishing a single 
solitary vacant clerkship; and if they cannot spare 
one clerk from so large a bureau as this, where, I 
ask, are they to carry out their principles of reform? 
They have told the people that the expenses of the 
Government were too great. I have no doubt that 
many believed them, and have decreed a reduction 
of expenditures. Let gentlemen now redeem their 
pledges to the peopie. Let them begin somewhere ; 
and they will find those here who will aid them in 
carrying out the principles of economy and reform 
on the most enlarged and liberal scale. 

Mr. EVANS rose to a question of order. The 
amendment proposed to alter the fees allowed by the 
existing law, and was, to that extent, a repeal of the 
law. The proviso, as reported in the bill, did not 
alter the charge for fees, but this amendment did. 
He considered it irregular and unusval, and put it 
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to the Chair whether the proposition to amend 
could be admitted. 
Tae CHAIR observed that if this were an origi- 


| nal proposition to insert such a proviso in the bill, 


he would have no hesitatica in ruling it out of or- 
der. But though the proviso in the bill was irregu- 
lar, yet the Chair conld have no control over it, 
inasmuch as it had been reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and entertained by the 
House. Therefore, the proviso being in che bill, 
it was competent to amend or perfect the same, 
a/though it might go to change an existing law. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, in pursuance 


of notice given, then submitted his amendment, as 
follows: 


Strike out, in the eightcenth and nineteenth 
peges of the bill, that part relating to the district 
aitorneys, clerks, and marshals, respectively, and 


inseri: ; 

“That hereafter, in lieu of all fees, emoluments, and receipts, 
now allowed, it shall and may be lawful for the United States 
clerks, attorneys, counsel, and marshals, in the district and ‘cir. 
cuit courts of the United States m the several States, to demand 
and receive the same fees that now are, or hereafter may be, 
allowed by the laws of the said States respectively where said 
courts are held, to the élerks, attorneys and counsel, and she- 
riffs, in the highest courts of the said States in which like ser- 
vices gre rendered; and no other fees or emoluments, except 
that the marshals shall receive in full, for summoning all the 
jurors for any one court, thirty dollars; and shall receive, for 
every day’s actual attendance at any court, five dollars per day; 
and forany services, including the compensation for mileage, 
performed by said officers in the discharge of their official duty, 
for which no compensation is provided by the laws of said 
States, respectively, the said officers may receive such fees as 
are now allowed by law according to the existing usage and 
practice of said courts of the United States; and every district 


attorney, except the district atiorney of the southern district of 
New York, shall receive, in addition to the above fees, a salary 
of two hundred dollars per annum.” 


Afrer some incidental remarks by Messrs. 
HAND, FILLMORE, J. THOMPSON, UNDER- 
WOOD, CURTIS, JONES of Virginia, BROWN 
of Mississippi, and WELLER, 

The question was taken on agreeing to the 
amendment, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 
67, noes 66. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the 
amendment first adopted, by adding thereto the fol- 
lowing: 

“ind provided also, That in addition to the ac- 
count now required to be rendered by every collec- 
tor of customs, naval officer, and surveyor of poite, 
every such collector, naval officer, and surveyor 
shall, each and every year hereafter, render a quar- 
ter yearly account under oath to the Secretary of 
the Treasury in such form as said Secretary shall 
prescribe, for the purpose of giving full effect to 
this proviso, of all sums of money by them respec- 
tively received or collected for fines, penaliies, or 
forfeitures, or for seizure of goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise; or on account of suits instituted for 
frauds against the revenue laws; or for rent and 
storage of goods, wares, or merchandise, be- 
yond the rents paid by the collector or other 
such officer; and if from such accounting 
it shall appear that the account received 
in any one year, by any collector, naval of- 
ficer, or surveyor, an account of fines and penal- 
ties, or forfeitares, and on account of any seizures 
made or suits instituted for frauds or evasions of 
the revenue laws, and for rents and storage as 
aforesaid, shall, in the aggregate, exceed the sum 
of two thousand dollars, such excess shall be paid 
into the Treasury for the use of the United States. 
And nosuch collector shall hereafter, under any 
pretence whatever, have, or receive, or retain for 
himself, in the aggregate, more than six thousand 
dollars per year, including commissions for storage, 
and any other commissions or salaries as now al- 
lowed and limited by law. No such. naval officer 
skall, on any pretence, in the aggregate, have or 
receive, or retain for himself, more than five thou- 
sand dollars per year, including commissions and 
salaries as aforesaid:—no such surveyor shail, in 
the aggregate, have or receive, or reiain, more than 
four thousand five hundred dojlars per year, inclad- 
ing commissions and salaries as now allowed and 
limited by law. 

? The CHAIR decided the amendment out of or- 
er. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the committee 
rise; but the motion did uot prevail. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON appealed from the decision 
of the Cuara. 
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The CRAIR said that a similar proposition—to 
reduce contingent salarie:—was, at the last session 
of Congress, ruled out of order. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired if the appeal was 
debatable? 

The CHAIR said he would not refuse to hear 
an eerie: on the subject. 

r. UNDERWOOD then asked the Caarr to 
point to any particular rule which prohibited such 
amendm- nis. 

The CHAIR remarked tha’ his decision was 
based upon the 50th rule, which is as follows: 

“No motion or proposition on a subject different 
from that under consideration shall be adm:t.ed un- 
der cclor of amendment. No bill or resolution 
shal!, at any time, be amended, by annexing there- 
to, or incorporating therewith, any ether bill or re- 
solution pending before the committee.” 

Several precedents were then read in support of 
the cdedision of the Crain. 

My. CASEY asked Mr. Jonnson io withdraw his 
appeal. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had some impor- 
tant amendments (o offer to the bill ander conside- 
ration, and that if the decision of the Caair should 
be sustained, they would be cutoff. He believed, 
however, that there was nothing in the rules of the 
House which would prevent his amendments from 
being offered. Mr. U. contended that he had uni- 
formly seen the rules of the House bent to the cir- 
cumstances of the times, and proceeded, at some 
length, to contrasi the decision of the Cuair with 
the provisions on the statute book; but, without 
conclading, gave way for a motion that the com- 
mittee rise; which prevailed—and 

The committee then rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Mr. GALBRAITH submitted the following re- 
solation: 

Resolved, That from and after one o’clock to-mor- 
row, all debate in Committee of the Whole on 
House bill No 601 (the general appropriation bill) 
shall cease; and after said period, the committee 
shall proceed to vole on any amendments that may 
be offered thereto, and report the same to the 
House. 

Mr. G. moved a suspension of the rules, for the 
purpose of considering the resolution at this time. 

But, pending the motion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, February 23, 1841. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented the petition of Sa- 
muel Martin, submitting a plan for a Natioual 
Bank. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that in 1836 he had pre- 
sented the documents of Charlies F. Sibbald, asking 
indemnity for property destroyed by the United 
States. These documents were now on file, and 
he asked that they might be again re erred to the 
Committee on C'aim:; which wes agreed to. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Chatauque county, and citizens of the towns 
of Collins and Brandt, in the State of New Yoik, 
remonstrating against the removal of that portion 
of the Seneca nation who refused their assent to 
th? treaty; which were severaliy ordered to be laid 
on the table and printed, 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of J. Epes 
Cowan, praying the confirmation of his title toa 
tract of land; «hich «as referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WHITE presente: the petition of a nom- 
ber of the citizens of the Siates of Indiana, Illinois, 
and Iowa, praying the establishment of a mail 
route; which was referred to the Commitiee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of a number of 
the citizens of Marengo county, Alabama, praying 
the enac’ment of a bankrupt law; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Princeton, New Jersey, in favor of a bank- 
rupt law; which was laid on the tabie, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That there be paid, out of the contin- 
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gent fund of the Senate, to each of the messengers 
of the Senate and office of the Secretary of the 
Senate, three dollars per day der annum; and to 
the assistant messenger of the cffice of Szcretary of 
the Senate, and Jaborers of the Senate, two dollars 
per day per annum, in lieu of all other allowances 
whatever, 

Mr. KING thought the system proposed by the 
resolution was much better than the one at present 
pursued, but, that it might have proper considera- 
tion, he hoped it would be r-ferred to the Cominit- 
tee on the Contingent Expenses of the Senate; which 
was agreed to. ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked the unanimous cc nsent 
of the Senate to introduce 

A billto amend the act entitled “An act to 
amend the act approved May 13, 1800, entitled 
‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to esta- 
blish the jadicial courts of the United S:ates.” 

Leave was granted, and the bill was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of James McDo- 
pald; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Pablic Lands, to which was referred the bill 
to continue in force the first section of an act en- 
titled “An act to extend the time for locating Vir- 
ginia military Jand warrants, and returning surveys 
thereon, to the General Land Office, approved Ju- 
ly 7, 1838.” 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, made an adverse report on the petition ef 
David Gieeu; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the 
Pablic Buildings, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of a number of the stonecutters employed on 
the new Treasury building, reported a bill for their 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The following bills were taken up, and consi- 
dered as in committee of the whole, and ordered to 
be engrossed fora third read ng: 

The bill for the relief of certain railroad compa- 
nies therein named. 

The biilto authorize the issue of patents to cer- 
tain entries of the public lands. 

The bill for the relief of the legal represenatives 
of John Scott. 

The bill explanatory of an act supplemental to 
an act entitle] “An act to grant pre-emption rights 
to aed oa the pnblic lands;” approved June 22, 
1838. : 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Henry Eckford, veceased. 

The bill for the relitt of Samuel Crapin. 

The bill in favor of Mary Snow. 

The bill from the House making farther provi- 
sions for the expenses of the exploration and sur- 
vey of the boundary line between Maine and New 
Hampshire, and the British Provinces, was taken 
up on its first reading. 


Mr. WILLIAMS explained the objects of the 
bill, and hoped that the Senate would unanimously 
agree to consider it at the present time, without re- 
ferring it to a committee. 

No objection being made, the bill was considered 
as in committee of the whole, went through its va- 
rious stages, finally passed, and wants but the sig- 
nature of the President to become a Jaw. 


BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the Senate pre- 
ceeded to consider the bill to revive and continue 
the corporate ex stence of the banks of the District 
of Columbia; and after a debate, in which Messrs. 
CLAY of Alabama, WRIGHT, MERRICK, 
BENTON, and TAPPAN, participated, and the 
adoption of amendments proposed by Messrs. 
CLAY of Alabama and WRIGHT, the bill as- 
sumed the following shape: 

A BILL to revive and continue the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the charters of the Farmers and Mechanics Bank of George- 
town, the Bank of Metropolis, Patriotic Bank of Washington, 
and Bank of Washington, in the city of Washington, and the 
Farmers Baak of Alexandria, and Bank of Potomac, in the town 
of Alexandria, be, and the same aie hereby, revived ae they 





existed on the third day of Jul and extended to 
day of March, eighteen hunds and fry ahre 3 the fourth 
ided The said banks shall each for itself redeem ail ite 
notes and specie liabilities in specie when demanded from and 
alter the passage of this act. and throughout the whole Period 
for which the said several charters are hereby extended. And 
in the event that any one or more of said banks shail decline to 
meet its liabilities in specie as afi or having commenced 
to pay specie, shall, hereafter, during the period aforesaid 
or fail to do so, any baok so declining, ceasing, or failing to 
pay in specie, shall, ipso facto, forfeit its charter, and shall! pro. 
ceed to wind up ils concerns under the provisions of the law 
passed on the 3d of July, 1840, entitled ‘‘An act to continue 
corporate existence of certain banks in the District of Columbia 
for certain purposes,” which said act is hereby made applica. 
ble in all its provisions to every of said banks failing as afore. 
said, for the period of two years from the date of any such 
failure or neglect to pay m specie. And any attempt by the 
officers of any uf said banks so as above said forfeiting its char. 
ter, afier any such forfeiture, to exercise any of the banking pri- 
vileges conferred by this act, shall subjectsuch officers to ail the 
penalties of illegal banking. 

sgc. 2. And be it further enacted, That neither of the said 
banks shall, by virtue of any thing ia this act contained, be autho. 
rized to issue or pay out any uote, bill, check, or draft of an 
bank company, incorporation, association, or individual, whic 
said note, bill, check, or draft, shall not be payable and paid on 
demand in specie at the place where it is made payable; and 
any violation of this restriction shall be, ipse facto, a forfei- 
ture of all the righis, powers, and privileges conierred by this 
act in the manner specified in the first section thereof as toa 
failure of specie payments. : 

Provided, That nothing contained in this section shall pro- 
hibit either of said banks trom receiving the paper of any non. 
specie paying bank o1 special deposite, and returning the same 
to the depositor. 


Mr. TAPPAN then offered a substitute fcr the 
whole bill, end spoke at great length in opposition 
to the present banking system; and without con- 
cluding his remarks, yielded to a motion to pust- 
pene its farther consideration until to-morrow. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business. 

And then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Touespay, February 23, 1841. 

The SPEAKER stated the first business before 
the House to be the motion of Mr. Gatpraitn to 
suspend the rules to enable him to cffer the follow- 
ing resolution, and pending which motion lasi night 
the House had adjourned, viz: 

Resolved, That from and after one o’clock to- 
morrow, a!l debate in Committee of the Whole on 
House bill No. 601 shall cease, and after said pe- 
riod the committee shall procsed to vote on any 
amendments that may be offered thereto, aad re- 
port the same to the House. 

Mr. GALBRAITH then modified his resolution, 
at the suggestion of a number of friends, so as to 
read “four o’clock this day.” 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested to Mr. Gatsaartn 
to d:lay the time one hosr longcr, so that the bill 
in relation to taking testimony in cases of contested 
elections might be taken up. 

Mr. RIVES concurred in the sugges'ion of the 
geitleman from New York. Tae matter was im- 
portant, and he understood that it was probable 
several cases of contested election would be brought 
before the next Congress. ; 

At the suggestion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Mr. GALBRAITH further mod fied his resolu- 
tion by substituting “five o’clock this day.” 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the 1ules, and decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

The resolution, as amended, was again read. 

Mr. GALBRAITH moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded, put, and carried. 

The question now recuring on the adoption of 
the resolution, 

Mr. PECK called for the yeas and nays; but they 
were not ordered. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Aud so the debaie on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of Government for the year 
1841. wil cease this day at 5 o'clock. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House 
resolved its:If intoa Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Bett in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill making ap- 
propria‘ion for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year 1841. 

The pending question was on the appeal taken 
by Mr. Cava Jonnson from the decision of the 
Chair Jast evening, that the» following amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman was not in order, 





| on the ground, first, that the subject was entirely 
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different from that under consideration; and se- 
condly, that the amendment related to a class of 
officers for whom no appropriation was made in the 
bill. 

And provided also, That in addition to the account now re- 
quired to be rendered by every collector of customs, naval offi- 
cer, and surveyor of ports, every such collector, naval officer, 
and gurveyor, shall, each and every year hereafier, render a 
quarter yearly account under oath to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury in such form as said Secretary shall a for the 
perpen of giving full effect tothis proviso, 0 allsumsof mo- 
ney by them respectively received or collected for fines, penal- 
ties, or forfeitures, or for seizure of goods, wates, or merchan- 
dise; or on account of suits instituted for frauds against the 
revenuelaws; or for rent and storage of goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, beyond the rents paid by the collector or other such 
officer; andif from such accounting it shall appear that the 
account received in any one year, by any collector, naval offi- 
cer, or surveyor, on account of fines and penalties, or forfeit. 
ures, and on account of any seizures made or suits instituted 
for frauds or evasions of the revenue laws, and for rents and 
sto as aforesaid; shall, in the aggregate, exceed the sum of 
two thousand dollars, such excess shall be paid into the Trea- 
sury for the use of the United States. And no such collector 
shall hereafter, under any pietence whatever, have, or receive, 
or retain for himself, in the aggiegate, more than six thousand 
dollars per year, including commissions for storage, and any 
other commissions or salaries as now allowed and limited by 
law. Nosuch naval officer shall, on any pretence, in the ag- 
g have or receive, or retain for himself, more than five 
thousand dollars per year, including commissions and salaries 
as aforesaid: nosuch surveyor shall, in the aggregate, have or 
receive, or retain, more than four thousand five hundred dollars 
per year, including commissions and salaries as now allowed 
and limited by law. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana rose and moved to re- 
consider the vote taken last evening on the propo. 
sition of Mr. THomeson of Mississippi. 

The CHAIRMAN said that it was not in order 
to move to reconsider a vote in committee; the ques- 
tion would again come up in the House. 

And the question recurring, ‘Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee?” 

The question of order was debated at considera- 
ble length by Messrs. ATHERTON, CLIFFOFD, 
TILLINGHAST, BANKS, UNDERWOOD, 
WINTHROP, and EVERETT. 

Afier which the CHAIRMAN stated briefly the 
grounds of his decisicn. : 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said, if the gentleman 
from Maine would direct his mind, with that dis- 
crimination of which he was so capable, to the 
distinction between this point and that upon the 
proviso which had been sustained, he believed he 
would be satisfied that the present decision of the 
Chair was correct. That proviso was reported to 
the House by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
was received by the House as part of the report, 
was a partof the bill committed to the Committee 
of the Whole by the House, and was, therefore, 
of itself a subject-matter on which the House had 
directed this committee to act and report. The 
committee, therefore, couli not, of it own autho- 
rity, discharge itself on this subject-matter on the 
ground that the House erred in referring it to them. 
Besides, that proviso pertained to the appropriation 
of $325,000 for the support of the judiciary, to 
which it was attached as a condition, relating to 
Office s of the judiciary, and in effect con- 
ditionally reducing that identical appropria- 
tion. But he had understood the Chair that 
even that proviso, if it had been originally 
moved in the Committee cf the Whole, 
would have been ruled out of order. The amend- 
ment now proposed did not relate to any appropri- 
ation in the bill; it related to the collectors; it went 
into a branch of the Government which was not 
in anywise a subject of the bill, and for which no 
proposition for an appropriation was before the 
committee. It did not pertain at all tothe subject- 
matter of the proviso itself, or to its substitute, to 
which the gentleman said it was an addition. True, 
it might be called an addition in point of locality 
and position in the bill, but not otherwise. On 
looking it over at the table, he found no provision 
in itin regard to any judicial officer. Here, then, 
was the express rule that no propositioa on a sub- 
ject different from that under consideration should 
be admitted as an amendment. On what ground 
could thecommittee disregard this rnle, and pro- 
ceed to the consideration of a subject not commit- 
ted tothem? Additions of this sort had, it is true, 
been made in former bills, in a few instances 
remembered as aberrations, but they had been 
made either by al consent, expressly dis- 

pensing with the rule, or in the Senate, where 


































the rule did notexist. No decision of the House 
could be shown, upon the point of order raised, 
sanctioning ruch an amendment az in order when 
objected to. He believed the decision of the Chair 
was conformable both to the words of the rule and 
to all former constructions of it, and should there- 
fore support it. 

And the question being then put, ‘Shall the de- 
cision of the Chair stand as the judgmentof the 
cemmittee}” it was decided in the affirmative with- 
out a division, 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then offered the follow- 
ing amendment: ; 

“Provided further, That the district attorneys for the Uni- 
ted States in and for the several districts, the clerks and 
marshals respectively of the same, shall render an account quar- 
ter yearly, each and every year hereafter, to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, of all fees, emoluments, and receipts of every 
name and nature whatever by them respectively received by 
virtue of said offices; which account shall be rendered upon 
oath or affirmation, and shall be in such form, and supported 
by such proofs as the Secretary of the Treasury in his judgment 
may prescribe for the purpose of eaforcing the provisions here- 
inafter named: that is to say, if it shall appear that the salaries, 
fees, and emoluments, receipts, and earnings of any of the said at 
torneys shall exceed the sum of $4,500, then such attorneys shall 
pay such excessinto the Treasury of t'e United States for ge- 
neral purposes of Government. And if the salaries, fees, emo- 
luments or earnings of any of the said clerks or marshals shall 
exceed $3,500, then the excess shall in like manner be paid into 
the Treasury forthe purposes aforesaid. And if the salaries, 
earnings, fees, and emoluments of any of the said marshals 
shall exceed the sum of $5,000, then such excees shall also be 
paid into the Treasury for the purposes aforesaid.” 


Mr. CUSHING inquired of the Cuaigz whether 
this proposition was not substantially the same as 
that struck out last evening? 

After a few moments’ consideration, the CHAIR- 
MAN said that he had not had time to examine the 
proposition minutely, but, from looking at it, he 
thought he saw that it was a proposition to insert 
as an amendment to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, [Mr. Tn ompson] engrafied 
on the bil! la:tevening, that portion of the original 
proviso which was suuck out, almost in the very 
terms of the proviso. If that was so, it was not 
in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then ¢ ffered the follow- 
ing amendment to the amendment: 

Provided, That the fees and emoluments retained 
by the district attorneys, marshals, and clerks, shall 
in no case, exceed, for the district a'torney and 
marvhal, or either of them, the sum of $6,000; and 
those for each of the clerks shall not exceed, in any 
case, $4,500; the surplus of fees and emoluments 


rules and regu'ations as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, subject to the disposi- 
tion of Congress. 

Mr. HUNT submitted that this was precisely the 

same preposition in principle as the proposition 
struck out last night, which was, fixing a moezi- 
mum. 
The amendment was debated by Messrs. CAVE 
JOHNSON, EVANS, WISE, CURTIS, VAN- 
DERPOEL, STANLY, GRANGER, GRAVES, 
and CUSHING. 

The latter observed that, during the debate, he 
had been much edified at the exhibition of such 
new born zeal of the Administration going out of 
power, to reduce the salaries of these officers. It 
was a sudden conversion—a conversion in the very 
agonies of death. Mr. C. went on to contend that, 
during the last twelve years, the Admmistraticn 
had made no effort for the reform now proposed, 
but now their successors were about to be carried 
into power, this attempt was made. Mr. C. also 
contended that under the present and last Adminis- 
trations, the burdens of the people, instead of being 
diminished, had been increased. He then pro- 
ceeded to say that Mr. Van Buren had expended 
$23,000,000 during his term, of the surplus reve- 
nue of the fourth instalment, not distributed among 
the people. Yes, a'l this, in addition to the ordi- 
nary revenue of Government, had been devoured, 
Gestroyed, burnt up, by this Administration. Afier 
some further remarks, complaining that this mea- 
sure of reform had not been introduced until the 
dying throes of the Administration, Mr. C. con- 
cluded by appealing to members of both parties to 
suspend all further debate of a party character, and 
oe at once to the merits of the bill before 
nem, 





to be paid into the public Treasury, under such 


After some remarks from Mr. CRARY in favor 
of commencing reform at the present time, without 
waiting for another opportunity, 

Mr. GENTRY took the floor, and made some 
very violent remarks against the party now in 
power, for not commencing this reform at an ear- 
lier period. 

Mr. ALFORD was surprised to hear his Whig 
friends talk in the way they did. His object in 
rising Was to urge upon them not to reserve the 
work of reform until General Harrison should 
come into power, but todo itnow. This was the 
proper time to do the deed. He hoped his friends 
would not think because he deemed this an im- 
propet time to touch the tariff, that he considered it 
too soon to commence reform. It was always too 
soon to do wrong, but never too soon to commence 
doing right. 

After some furiher remarks in relation to the im- 
propriety of wasting t)me in party recriminations, 
now that the battle had been won, Mr. A. again 
urged that now was the accepted ime—now was 
the day of salvation. He would teil his friends, 
that afier making thousands of siump speeches 
through the country about “reform,” it ill became 
them toe refuse to commence that reform whenever 
they had the power. 

At the late canvass there were three candidates, 
viz: Harrison, Tyler, and Reform. They had 
elected two of the candidates, Harrison aod Tyler, 
and it was their duty to bring up the third. 

But, (continued Mr. A) gentlemen say they 
will not commence now. Why not? What ex- 
cuse could they have in not carrying out their pro- 
mises whenever an opportunity should offer? These 
Loco Focos, as they are called, and I think very 
properly too, although they do repent at the 
last moment, like the thief on the Cross, yet as they 
do not repent, I call on my friends to embrace the 
opportunity and co-operate wih them, whatever 
may be their motive, in the correction of these 
abuses. No matter what may be the motive, now 
these Loco Fvcos are ready to go for reform, al- 
though at the last hour, 1 say go with them. Do 
good whenever you can. 

After drawing a contrast between the high saia- 
ries of the United States District Attorneys, Mar- 
shals, etc. and those of the high officers of the Go- 
vernment, Mr. A. asked his friends what excuse 
they could possibly have for refusing to reduce the 
salaries of these attorneys. Fora long time past 
the Whigs have been condemning the extrava- 
gance of the Loco Focos, and baw!ing abont “re- 
form, reform,” on every stump; and now when 
they bad a chance to commence that reform, 
they were anxious to put it off until another 
opportunity. ‘They had been constantly teaz- 
ing the Loco-Focrs about retrenchment, and 
now those sinners repented, the Whig re- 
formers refused to co-operate with them, Mr. 
A. continued his remarks at some length, censuring 
his Whig friends for their indisposition to show 
their faith by their works, now that the opportani- 
ty was afforded. He warned them that the people 
would never consider it a good reason for opposing 
measures of retrenchment, that those measnres ori- 
ginated with the party now going out of power. 
Neither would the p-ople hold them blameless for 
violating th:ir promises, upon the pretence that 
those tho called on them for the performance, be- 
longed to an expiring Administration. He hinted 


that the real motive of the Whigs, who oppoved 


a limitation of the excersive salaries which the 
pressure of the times had produced, was that cer- 
tain gentlemen, belonging to the incoming Admi- 
nistration, were casting their eyes towards them, 
and locked to enjoy them. But, said Mr. A. I tell 
the gentlemen who have opposed this reform, that 
ifno one can be found in the North who will ac- 
cept the office there, at the limited salary of $6,000 
a year, I shall be g'ad of it, for then there will be 
some chance for a Nullifier of Georgia to come ia 
for the appoistment. 

Mr. A. concladed by saying, that with all his pre~ 
judices against the present Administration, yet now 
they propoved reform, alihough at the last hour 
of their existence, he was ready and willing to ¢o- 
operate with them. And he wonld say to hig 
friends in the words of 
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“Lay on Macduff, 
And d—d be he who first cries hold! enough.” 
Mr. STEENROD asked Mr. Toomeson when he 
(Mr. T_) introduced his bill to reduce the salaries 
of the marshals and district attorneys. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi said, in an- 
swer to the question propounded to him hy the 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, he had to say 
that, when he came here last session, being fully 
apprized of the enormous sums (as the gentleman 
from Ohio will have it) received by the marshals 
and clerks of the courts of the United States for 
their services, he, at a very early period of the last 
session, introduced a bill, the ebject of which was 


to remedy the evils now complained of, and Which | 


contained the identical principles of the proviso he 
had offered on last night. This bill was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary; and o. several 
occasions he sought interviews with some of the 
members of that committee, and urged upon them 
to report the bill back to this Honse. At last, it 
was reported, and placed upon the calendar of this 
House; but it was at so late a perio! of the ses- 
sion, that it was impossible to reach and act upon 
it. Among all his political friends with whom 
he had consulted as to that bill, he never heard one 
of them object to its principles, propriety, or po- 
licy. The course of remarks which had been in- 
dalged in during this debate, made it proper for 
him to make this statement. 


Bat, while he was up, he thougt it proper to make 
one or two remarks further. Gentlemen ask, wkence 
this new-born zeal for reform? So far as he was 
concerned himself, all who have observed his course 
in this House will bear him witness that it was by 
no means a new feeling or a new line of conduct. 
He had aiways been prepared to vote for every 
thing which savored of reform, whenever it came 
up, and wherever it could be reached. The ques- 
tion was now up in order, and he hoped the prac- 
tice of gentlemen would square with their often re- 
peated professions. He hoped that a great princi- 
ple was not to be lost and frittered away by techni- 
cal questions of order. But the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Genrry,] who has just taken his 
seat, has been pleased to denominate the Demo- 
cratic party as an expiling party, in the Jast 
gasp. He would tell that gentleman, he 
shoots wide the mark in supposing the Demo- 
cratic party a dying party. He, no doubt, would 
be glad to have it so. He, no doubt would 
rejoice in his heart, firmly to believe its truth. 
Bat he would tell him, lay not the flattering unction 
io his sonl; the spirit of Democracy is not dead— 
it is not down; and Jike Banquo’s ghost, it will not 
down at his bidding. But, in some shape or 
oiher, he will have to speak to il, either as 
“a spirit of health or a goblin damned;” and 
if he did noi mistake, it would bear to bim 
no joyful tidings of quiet and repose. 
true the people have, in their sovereign pleasure, 
taken the offices of the country out of their hands 
and given them to the Whig party. We have been 
defeated afe not overthrown. We have lost power, 
butour principles the principles of the people. And 
if the incoming Administration shall fail to carry 
out those great principles, gentlemen will fiad, to 
their great discomfiture, that after this supposed 
death, will come the resurrection and the judgment, 
when righteousness, justice, and truth, will prove 
triumphant. 


But the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] 
likens the Democratic party to condemned criminals 
under the gallows, ina condition of infamy, and 
are now making the coniessions which are extorted 
from them by a guilty conscience. This, sir, is not 
an orginal idea with th= gentleman; it is but the 
echo of what has been said by another greater man 
in Israel in the other end of the Capitol. He pro- 
iested against the application of any such terms to 
the party to which he belonged ‘They were un- 
just and unmerited, and found no justification in his 
opinion, ia the feelings of the people. But should 
the gentleman seek to apply the infamy he speaks 
of to the individual members of the Democratic 
party — 

Here the CHAIR interposed, and said he did not 
understand the gentleman from Tennessee as in- 


It is | 








tending his remarks to be be taken in any personal 
sense whatever. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had not a word more 
to say, if that was his intention, and would not 
longer detain the committee. 

Mr. MORGAN moved to amend the amendment 
by inserting a proviso that all the fees over $6,000 
received by district attorneys, marshals, etc. for the 
last twelve years should be refunded, but st bsequent- 
ly withdrew it, with the remark (as the Reporter 
understoed) that, as he supposed very little 
could be obtained from the gentlemen who had 
held these offices during that time, he would not 
press it. 

Mr. Moraan then moved to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting after the word “service” the 
words ‘‘exclasive of clerk hire.” 

Which motion was rejected. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Cave Jonmson; and, by ayes 98, noes 48, it 
was agreed to. 

The House then took a recess until 4 o’clock. 





Evenina Session. 

At 4 o’clock, Mr. BELL, the chairman of the 
Commiitee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
resumed the chair, and called the committee to 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the question before 
the committee was now on the motion of Mr. Hunt 
to strike out the entire proviso. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if the amendments 
were notin lieu of the motion to strike out the pro- 
viso. 

The CHAIR answered no; that the amendments 
had been made under the law of Parliament, which 
permitted a proposition to be amended so as to make 
it as perfect as possible before the question be put 
on striking it out altogether, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON took the floor and spoke 
upon the subject of reform generally, and as to his 
own course in particular, in retation to that subject, 
during the ten years he had served in Congress. 

Mr. GRAVES, Mr. GENTRY, and Mr. C. H. 
WILLIAMS, made frequent explanations during 
Mr. Jonnson’s speech, 

Mr. J. had not concluded at 5 o’clock, when, 
under the order of this morning, the debate was 
arrested, and the committee commenced to vote. 

The question was then put on striking out the 
entire proviso, as amended on the motions of Mr. 
Tnuompeson of Mississippi and Mr. Cave Jonnson. 
The House was counted by tellers, and there ap- 
peared for striking out 57, against it 113 

And so the proviso, as amended, stands. 

Numerous other amendments were offered to the 
bill, some of which elicited interesting explana- 
tions. A fall report is in course of preparation. 

At half past nine-o’clock, on motion of Mr. 
JONES of Virginia, the bi!l, as amended, was re- 
ported to the House. 

Whereon, 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question on the 
bill and amendments. 

Bat, pending that motion, 

The House adjourned. 


_—_—_— 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, Febroary 24, 1841. 

Mr. PIERCE presented resolutions of the Legis- 
Jatare of New Hampshire in favor of a law fixing 
the election of electors for President and Vice 
President of the United States on the same day 
throughout the Union; which were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BATES presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Massachuseits in relation to claims for 
French spoliations prior to 1800, and recommend- 
ing the passage of the bill now before Congress 
making indemnity therefor; which were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presenicd the memorial of citi- 
zens of Havre de Grace, praying an appropriation 
for deepening the channel at the mouth of the har- 
bor; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that the Senate wonld 
take up the bill for the relief of Joseph M. Her- 
nandez, and made a strong appeal to the Senate in 


behalf of the claimant; but at the suggest; 

Mr. WRIGHT, on account of the faeeen ot a 
Senate, Mr. HUBBARD withdrew his motion and 
gave notice that he would renew the motion to- 
morrow at half past twelve o’clock. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the Se- 
nate took up the bill for the relief of lvabella Hii] 
widow, and John Hil), Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel 
Hill, children and miner heirs at law of Samuel 
Hill, deceased; and it was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committze on Claims 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of 
Charles F. Sibbald, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Thomas M. 
Iseit; which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. BENTON submitied the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Contingent Expenses: 

Resolved, That there be allowed to Rebert Peale, 
for extra duties as assistant doorkeeper, during the 
past session of Congress, and for the performance 
of the duties of Sergeant-at-Arms during a part of 
the last and the present session, the same amount 
that was allowed to John Shackford for similar ser- 
vices, by a resolution of the Senate of the Ist of 
March, 1833? 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The bill for the relief of Sarah M. Charlton, a 
Cherokee Indian, and others; 

The bill for the relief of Garry Hinant; 

The bill for the relief of Jacques Bon and Alex- 
ander Coleman; 

” bill for the relief of John McClanahan; 
an 

The bill granting a pension to Margaret Jami- 
son; were severally considered as in committee 
of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The Heuse bill for the relief of Mary Tucker, 
was considered as in committee of the whole, and 
ordered to a third reading; and on motion by Mr. 
CLAY of Alabama, it was read a third time and 
passed. 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

The S nate then took up the bill to revive and 
continue the corporate existence of the banks of the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. TAPPAN concluded his remarks, and the 
question was taken on his amendment, and it was 
disagreed to—ayes 2, noes 33. 

Mr. CLAY of Aibama then offered the fellow- 
ing amendment to the bill: 

And provided, further, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall be so contrued as to prevent said 
banks, or either of them, from paying deposites 
heretofore made in said banks, or either of them, 
in the kind of funds in which said deposites were 
made. 

Afier some remarks by Mr. WRIGHT and 
Mr. CLAY, the amendment was agreed te. 

Mr. ALLEN then offered an amendment, mak- 
ing the stockholders liable for the debts of the bank; 
which Was disagreed to—ayes 18, noes 19. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading—ayes 28, noes 13. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, 

And afterwards adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, February 24, 1841. 

Mr. ANDREWS asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to present a resolution from the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, directing the payment of the 
per diem to such members as were preverted from 
reaching Washington at the commencement of the 
present session, in consequence of the storm which 
prevailed about that time. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion of the 
gentleman from Kentucky could not be then en- 
tertained, inasmuch as the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wisk,] made Jast evening for 
the previous question on the amendments adopted 
by the Committee of the Whole to the 
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CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL, 

Was then pendiog. : 

The question was then taken on seconding the 
motion of Mr. Wise, and resulted: Ayes 75— 
noes 21. 

But no quorum votinz, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a call of the House, 
and thereupon called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and resulted: Yeas 106—nays 42. 

So a call of the House was ordered. 

The Clerk was proceeding in the call, when 

Mr. MORGAN moved that all further proceed- 
ings therein be dispensed with; and on that motion, 

Mr. ANDERSON cal'ed for the yeas and nays; 


but ; : 

Mr. MORGAN having withdrawn his motion, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The Clerk resumed the call. 

Mr. EVANS moved that all further proceedings 
therein be dispensed with; on which motion, 

Mr. ANDREWS called for the yeas and nays; 
bat they were not ordered. 

The call having been concluded, the names of 
the absentees were then called; and it appeared 
that 189 members answered to their names. 

The names of the absentees were about being 
again called, when, 

On motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, all further pro- 
ceedings in the call were dispensed with. 

The motion for the previous question was se- 
conded, and the main question ordered to be put. 

The question now recuried on agreeing to the 
amendments to the general appropriation bill, 
adopted in the Committee of the Whole. 

Several of the amendments were then agreed to 
seriatim. s 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
appropriating $30,000 for the repair of the Poto- 
mac Bridge, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
115, nays 75. : : 

On the proviso relating to the reduction of the 
fees and emoluments of United States Distrct At- 
tornies, Marsballs, etc. as amended by Messrs. Ja- 
cop Tuompson and Cave JoHNSON, 

Mr. GRANGER called for a division of the 
question, 

And the SPEAKER decided that it was divi- 
sible. 

Mr. WISE appealed from the decision; but on 
the question being taken, the decision of the Spzak- 
ER was affirmed. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on the first branch, being the amendment of Mr. 
Jacos THompson, of Mississippi: 

“That hereafter, in lieu of all fees, emoluments, and receipts, 
now allowed, it shall and may be lawful for the United States 
clerks, attorneys, counsel, and marshals, in the district and cir- 
cuit courts ofthe United States in the several States, to demand 
and receive the same fees that nuw are, or hereafter may be, 
allowed by the laws of the said States respectively where said 
courts are held, to the clerks, attorneys, and counsel, andshe- 
riffs, in the highest courts of the said States in which like ser- 
vices are rendered: and no other fees or emoluments, except 
that the marshals shall receive in full, for summoning all the 

jurors for any one court, thirty dollars: and shall receive, for 
every day’s actual attendance at any court, five dollars per day; 
and for an a including the compensation for mileage, 
performed by said officers in the discharge of their official duty 
for which no compensation is provided by the laws of said 
States, respectively, the said officers may receive such fees as 
are now allowed by law according to the existing usage and 
practice of said courts_of the United States; and every district 
attorney, except the district attorney of the southern district 


of New York, shall receive, in addition to the above fees, a sa- 
lary of two hundred dollars per annum.” 


And resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bell, Blackwell, Boardman, Boyd, Brew- 
ster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, 
William B. Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Clifford, Coles, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, 
Crary, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Edward 
Davies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garrett Da- 
vis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dickerson, Del- 
let, Doan, Doe, le, Duncan, Earl, East- 
man, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Gates, Gentry, 
Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, 
Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, 
William 8. Hasti John Hastings, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Henry, 1 of Virginia, Hoffman, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Hunt, Jackson, Charles John- 


ston, Joseph Johnson, William Cost Jobn-en, Na- 
thaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kembie, 
Kempshall, Kille, King, Lane, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lincoin, Lowell, Lucas, Mc- 
Carty, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Meredith 
Mallory, Francis Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Me- 
dill, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Morrow, 


| Newhard, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmenter, Parris, 


Paynter, Peck, Pickens, Prentiss, Proffit, Ran- 
dolph, Rayner, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Ed- 
ward Rogers, Russeil, Samuels, Sergeant, Shaw, 
Shepard, Simonton, John Smith, Truman Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip 
F. Thqmas, Waddy Thompson, Jacub Thompson, 
John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Trumbull, Tur- 
ney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, 
Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Weller, Edward D. 
White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, and 
Wise— 176 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Barnard, 
Calhoun, Cranston, Evans, Goode, James, Jame- 
son, Miller, Calvary Morris, Randall, Saltonstall, 
Albert Smith, Toland, and Christopher H. Wil- 
liams-—16, 

So this branch of the proviso was concurred in. 

The question then recurring on agreeing to the 
second branch, being the amendment of Mr. Cave 
JOHNSON, Viz: 

Provided, That the fees and emoluments returned by the dis- 
trict attorneys, marshals, and clerks, shall in no case exceed 
for the district attorneys or marshals, or either of them, the sum 
of six thousand dollars; and those for each of the clerks shall not 
exceed in any case four thousand five hundred dollars—the 
surplus of fees and emoluments to be paid into the public Trea- 
sury, under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, subject tothe disposition of 
Congress. 

And it was decided in the affirmative, by yeas 
and nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messis. Alford, Judson Allen, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Bea'ty, 
Beirne, Biackwell, Boardman, Boyd, Brewster, 
Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, William O. Butler, Calaoum, Wiliiam B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clif- 
ford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Cross, Edward 
Davies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garrett Da- 
vis, Deberry, Dennis, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Gerry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Green, Griffin, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hill of 
Virginia, Holmes, Hopkins, Jackson, Jameson, 
Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Nat. Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Lane, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCul- 
loch, McKay, Meredith Mallory, Francis Mallory, 
Mason, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 
Naylor, Newhard, Osborne, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Simonton, John Smith, Thos. Smith, 
Stanly, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip 
F. Thomas, Jacob Thempson, John B. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Trambull, Turney, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Wagner, Weller, J. White, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
ilams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
oo gga Christopher H. Williams, and Wise 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Barnard, 
Bel), Brockway, Albert G. Brown, John Camp- 
bell, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Curtis, Cushing, 
Dawson, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gen- 
try, Granger, Grinnell, Habersham, Hammond, 
William 8. Hastings, Huot, James, Wm. Cost 
Johnsen, Kemble, Kempshall, King, Leonard, 
Lincoln, Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Moore, Mor- 
xan, Morrow, Nisbet, Peck, Randolph, Rayner, 
Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Slade, 
Albert Smith, Truman Smith, Waddy Thompson, 
Toland, Warren, Edward D. White, Thomas W. 
Williams, and Wint : 


So the proviso, as amended, was agreed to. 


On the amendment “for the payment of ar- | 


rearages for completing the custom house at New 
York, $34,321 21,” the yeas and nays were de- 
manded by Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, and being or- 
dered, were taken, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Baker, Bell, Boardman, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Browa, William O. Butler, Cal- 
houp, John Campbell, Casey, Chinn, Chitienden, 
Clark, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, 
John Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson,, Deberry, 
Dennis, Doe, Earl, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Gentry, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Gnonell, W. S. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, 
Holmes, Hant, Jackson, Charles Johnston, Joseph 
Johnson, Nath. Jones, Kemble, Kempshall, King, 
Lane, Lincoln, McCarty, Meredith Mallory, Mar- 
vin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Moore, 
Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Morrow, Newhard, 
Osborne, Parmenter, Paynter, Profit, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Edward 
Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Truman 
Smith, Stwart, Jobo B. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Trumbull, Vanderpoel, Edward D. White, 
John White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Win- 
throp—89. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Sampson 
H. Batler, W. B. Campbell, Carr, Carrol!, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, 
Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Crary, Crockett, John 
W. Davis, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Eastman, Fisher, Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Griffin, Hammond, John Hastings, Haw- 
kins, Hill of Virginia, Hull of North Carolina, 
Jameson, J. W. Jones, Kille, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, 
Francis Mallery, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, 
Nisbet, Parrish, Parris, Reynolds, Rives, Ryall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, Joha Smith, Thomas 
Smih, Stanly, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sum'er, Swearingen, Taliaferro, P. F. Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Underwood, 
Vroom, David D. Wagener, Warien, Weller, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Lewis Williams, and Wise—6&8. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The yeas and nays were also taken on agreeing 
to the fellowing amendment: 

“For furniture for the custom house, New York, 
48,000.” 

And the amendment was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Baker, Bell, Boardman, Brewster, Brockway, John 
Campbel!, Carroll, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Wil- 
ham R. Cooper, Cranston, Crocke:t, Curtis, Cash- 
ing, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dickerson, Doe, Earl, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Graves, Green, Grinne)], Habersham, William 8. 
Hastings, Holmes, Hunt, Jackson, James, Charles 
Johnston, Nathaniel Jones, Kemble, Kempshall, 
King, Leonard, L ncoin, McCarty, Meredith Mal- 
lory, Marvin, Mason, Mitchel!, Monroe, Morgan, 
Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pickens, Randa'l, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Rasseil, Salton- 
stall, Sergeant, Albert Smith, Truman Smith, Stu- 
art, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Vanderpoel, 
Peter J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and 
Winthrop—75. 


NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Wil- 
liam O, Butler, William B. Campbell, Carr, Ca- 
sey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, Crabb, Edward Davies, John Davis, John 
W. Davis, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Eastmar, Fisher, Floyd, Fornanee, Galbraith, 
Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Griffin, 
Hammond, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hopkins, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, 
Johan W. Jones, Keim,-Kille, Lane, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCul- 
loch, McKay, Francis Mallory, Medill, Muller, 
Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Newhard, 
Nisbet, Parrish, Parris, Paynter, Prentiss, Rariden, 
Reynolds, Rives, Ryali, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stan!y, Starkweather, 


A Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Taliaferro, 
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Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B, 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vroom, Warren, 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
and Wise—100. 

The question was then taken on the following 
an endment, viz: 

“For furniture for the President’s House, of 
American manufacture, so far as may be practica- 
bie and expedient, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the President, in addition to the avails of 
the sa'es of decayed furniture, the sum of 
$6,000;” 

And decided in the affirmative—yeas 90 nays 
86, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Bell, Boardman, Brockway, Sampson H. Butler, 
Calhoun, Carroll, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cran- 
ston, Cross, Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dennix, Dickerson, Dellet, Doe, 
Ear), Evans, Everctt, Fillmore, Fisher, Galbraith, 
Gentry, Giddings, Grenger, Graves, Grinnell, Ha- 
bersham, Hammond, Wm. 8. Hastings, John 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, 
Holmes, James, Chas. Jubnston, Kemble, Kemp- 
shall, King, Leadbeuer, Leonard, Lincoln, McCar- 
ty, Meredith Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, 
Moore, Morrow, Naylor, Nishet, Osborne, Parmen- 
ter, Peck, Pickens, Randal!, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Rives, Edward Rogers, Russeil, Salton- 
stal!, Sergeant, Simonton, Albert Smith, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, S:uart, Sumter, Philip F. Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, 
Underword, Peter J. Wagener, Warren, Edward 
D. White, John Whi'e, Wick, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, and Winth:op—90. 

NAYS—Messts, auwiu, ancerson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Barke, W. O. Batler,W. B. Camp- 
bell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Ciabb, 
Crary, Joha Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, Drom- 





goole, Duncan, Eastman, Floyd, Garland, Gerry, 


Goggin, Goode, Graham, Green, Griffin, Hand, 
Hawkins, Hopkins, Jackson, Jameson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Lane, Leet, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 
McKay, Francis Mallory, Medill, Mil'er, Mont- 
gomery,S W. Morris, Newhard, Palen, Parrish, 
Parris, Paynter, Prentiss, Reynolds, Ryall, Sa- 
mueis, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Siark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Taliaferro, Jacob 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, Turney, Vroom, 
David D. Wagene*, Weller, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, L: ws Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—86. 

The next amendment was then read, as fol- 
lows: 

“For annual repair of the President’s House, 
gardener’s salary, horse and cart, laborers and 
tools, and for amount due F. Masi and Company 
for repairs on furniture, $2,628 ” 

The question was about being taken, when 

Mr. MEDILL called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. But 

Before the question was taken, it being now half 
past two o'clock, 

The House took a recess until four o’clock. 





[EVENING SESSION. ] 

After the recess, 

The Speaker resuraed the chair, and there being 
but few members present, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a call of the Honse. 

The SPEAKER said that as the previous ques- 
tion was pending on the amendments adopted by 
the Commitiee of the Whole to the civil and ciplo- 
matic appropriation bill, a motion for a call of the 
House was not in order. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Well, then, I move to ad- 
journ. 

On that motion, Mr. BANKS demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered, and resulted, yeas 
4, nays 108. 

So the House refused to adjourn; but no quorum 
voied. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. What are we to do then? 
We have no quorum; the Honse refuses to ad- 
jourp, and a call of the House is not in order. 
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Several other members having now arrived, the 
Speaker decided that a quorum was present. 

The question pending being on the following 
amendment: 

“For annual repair of the President’s House, 
gardener’s salary, horse and cart, laborers and 
tools, and for amount due F. Masi and Company 
for repairs on furnitare, $2,628:” it was agreed to 
—yeas 112, nays 49. 

After the adoption of several other amendments, 
without a division, 

The amendment appropriating $3 000 for com- 
pleting the court-house at Alexandria, was con- 
curred in as follows: yeas 105, nays 7. 

The next amendment was then read as follows: 

“Por payment to the stonecutters and the other 
workmen on the new Treasury building, of the 
sums allowed them by the commissioners appoint- 
ed by the President of the United States to super- 
intend the prosecution of the work, ete. in fulfil- 
ment of the resolution of Congress of 20th July, 
1840, $12,923;” and it was agreed to—yeas 109, 
nays 60. 

The question then recurring on agreeing with 
the Commitiee of the Whole in th-ir amendment 
striking out the appropriation for ‘ta Minister to 
Mexico, and inserting an appropriation for a 
Charge onlv;” 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON wished to know 
whether the Committee on Foreign Affairs had 
seconded this amendment, striking off the Minister 
to Mexico. 

Great confusion here arose, owing to many mem- 
bers attempting to speaking at once. 

Mr. MONROE, in a very loud tone, propounded 
a question to the Spzaker as to the effect of a re- 
jection of the amendment. 

The noise prevailing was so great that the re- 
sponse of the Speaker was not heard. 

But several members now calling on Mr. Mon- 
ROE to sit down, and not ask such simple ques- 
tions, 

Mr. MONROE insisted on his right to ask any 
question he might think proper, before he was called 
upon to vote. 

Mr. WISE. Well, then, will the Speaker please 
to tell me how to spell apple pie? 

After some remarks from Mr. STANLY, in 
which he asked to be excused from voting, 

Mr. GRAVES took the floor, and was proceed- 
ing wiih some remarks, when 

Mr. WIST said he insisted on having order, and 
requested the gentleman to take his seat. 

Mr. GRAVES said, well, then, let him state his 
point of order for the decision of the Carr, but I 
will not take my seat at his [Mr. Wisr’s] com- 
man’, 

Mr. WISE. Well, I submit my point of order, 
which is, whether a gentleman hasa right, for the 
purpose of evading the previous question, to— 

Loud cries of “order,” “sit down,” etc. arose 
from various parts of the hall. 

Mr. WISE. It’s of no use; gentlemen may 
call “order” as much as they please; I cannot be 

ut down on my own point of order. 

Mr. GRAVES. What is the point of order? 

Mr. WISE. Hear it, and do not call upon me 
to sit down before you know whatit is. The point 
of order is, whether a gentleman can, to evade the 
previous questiOn, ask to be excused from voting, 
and then give his reasons? 

The SPEAKER said it was obvious that such a 
course was not in order. 

Mr. GRAVES desired to know if, under the con- 
sideration of a bill making appropriation for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
1841, the gentleman from Virginia was in order in 
asking the Speaxer ‘“‘to please to tell him how to 
spell apple pie?” 

After some further discussion of a conversational 
character, the question was taken on agreeing to 
the amendment of the Committee of the Whole, 
and decided in the negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messts. Jadson Allen, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert 
G. Brown, Burke, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, 
Crary, John Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, 
Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
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Earl, Eastman, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith 
Gares, Gerry, Goggin, Hammond, Hand, Jobn 
Hastings, Hawkios, Hill of North Carolina, Hop- 
kins, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Meredith 
Mallory, Francis Mallory, Medill, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, New- 
hard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Prentiss 
Reynolds, Rives, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, John Smith, Thos. Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweney, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Weller, 
Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Wii- 
liams, and Wise—86. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, Brock- 
way, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Batler, 
Cathoun, John Campbel!, William B. Campbell, 


- Carroll, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cranstcn, 


Cushing, Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Dawson- 
Dennis, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fiilmore, Gar, 
land, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hall, William S. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill 
ef Vitginia, Hoffman, Holmes, Holt, Hunt, 
James, Charles Jchnston, William Cost Johnson, 
Kemble, Kempshall, King, Lane, Leet, Lewis, 
Lincoln, Lowell, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mon- 
ree, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pickens, Proffit, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, 
Ridgway, Russel], Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Albert Smi:h, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Sem. 
ter, Taliaferro, John B Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, 
Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, and Winthrop—1l01. 

So the House refused to sirike out the appropria- 
tion for a Minister to Mexico. 

The question was then taken on the following 
amendment of Mr. Unperwoop: 

After the word dollars in the 535th line, page 23, 
insert the following proviso: 

Provided, however, that in addition te returns 
now required to be rendered by postmasters, it shall 
be the duty of the postmasters at New York, Bus- 
ton, Philadelphia, Baltimore, ani New Orleans, 
and the other several cities of the Union, each and 
every year hereafier, to render a quarter yearly 
account to the Postmaster G:neral, under oath, in 
such form as the latter shall prescribe for the pur- 
pose of giving full effect to this pr viso, of all emo- 
luments or sums, by them respectively received for 
boxes or pigeon holes, or other receptacles for let- 
ters or papers, and by them charged for to indivi- 
duals; or for the delivery of letters or papers at or 
from any place in either of the said cities, other 
than the actual post office of such city, and of all 
emoluments, receipts, and profits, that have come 
to their hands by reason of keeping branch offices 
in either of said cities; and if from sach accounting it 
shall appear that the nett amount received by 
either of the postmasters at either of such cities 
for such boxes and pigeon holes, and other. recepta- 
cles for letters and papers, and for delivering let- 
ters or papers at or from any place, in either of 
said cities, other than said post office, and by rea- 
son of keeping a branch post office in either of said 
cities, shall, in the aggregate, exceed the sum of 
three thousand dollars in any one year, such excess 
shall be paid to the Postmaster General for the use 
and purposes of the Post Office Department; and 
no postmaster shall hereafter, under any pretence 
whatever, have or receive, or retain for himself, 
in the aggregate, more than five thousand dollars 
per year, including salaries or commissions now 
allowed and limited by law. 

The amendment was agreed to, as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Alford, Jadson Allen, John W. 
Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Banks, Baker, Beatty, 
Beirne, Blackwell, Boardman, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Wil- 
liam O. Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, William B. 


Campbell, Carr, Carroll, C Chap 'Clif- 
ford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cope’, W i “i 


Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, © 





ee a, ee ee ee ee ee. ee ee | 


sa 


mn meee Ole et COU he 





Davis, John W. Davis, Garrett Davis, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Drom- 
le, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Gates, 
Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, Hammond, 
Hand, William S. Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hitl of N C. Hopkins, 
Hant, Jackson, James, Jameson, Charles Johnston, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemp- 
shali, Kille, King, Lane, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo- 
nard, Lowell, Lucas, MeCtellan, McCulloch, 
McKay, F. Mallory, Mason, Miller, Montgorery, 
Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Par- 
menter, Parris, Paynter, Peck, Pickens, Prentiss, 
Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reynolds, Rives, 
E. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, John Smith, 
Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sampier, 
Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Jacob Thompson, J. B. Thompson, Turney, 
Uunderwood, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. 
Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Weller, 
Edward D. White, Jchn White, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, Winthrep, and Wise—152. 

NAYS—Messrs_ Barnard, John Campbell, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Elward Davies, Evans, M. 
Mallory, Marvin, Palen, Sergeant, Tolaud, and 
Christopher H. Williams—12. 

The amendment of Mr. Jacus Taompson, ap- 
propriating $10,000 for continuing a survey of the 
Gulf of Mexico, was also agreed to—yeas 97, 
navs 84. 

The bill, as amended, was thea ordered to a 
third reading, and, being read a third time by its 
title, was passed. 

The House then adjourned. 





Mr. SMITH of Indiana, when his name was 
called on an amendment to the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill, appropriating $6,000 for furnish- 
ing the President’s House, arose and said: On yes- 
terday, when the amendment was proposed in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, he was unavoidably absent, 
and he asked the Cuair for information whether 
the amendment was reported by a responsible com- 
mittee having that matter in charge, or whether it 
was proposed on the responsibility of a single 
member? He said he desired this information, for 
upon it depended the vote he felt bound to give. 
The Speaker said it was not in order to give any 
explanation, but many voices cried out that the 
amendment was proposed by a single member. If 
so, Mr. S. said he did not deem it required, and 
should vote against it. 


IN SENATE. 
. Taurspay, February 25, 1841. 

The bill from the House, making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Go- 
vernment for the year 1841, was taken up, read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALKER, from. the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which a memorial on the subject 
was referred, reported a bill to grant the right of 
pre-emption to settlers upon the Dubuque claim, in 
the Territory of lowa, which was read, and order- 
ed to a second readinz; and on motion by Mr. W. 
and by unanimous consent, it was considered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 


Mr. WILLIAMS presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Maine, praying that measures may be 
taken for a Congress of Nations; which was laid 
on the iable. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The bill to reviveand continue the corporate ex- 
istence of the banks of the District of Columbia; 

The bill for the reiief of Isabella Hill, widow, 
and Jobn Hill, El zabeth Hil!, and Samuel Hill, 
children and minor heirs at law of Samuel Hill, 
deceased; 

The bill for the relief of Sarah M. Charlton, a 
Cherokee Indian, and others; 


The bill for the relief of Garry Hinant, 
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The bil! for the relief of Jacques Bon and Alex- 
ander Coleman; 

= bili for the relief of John McClanahan; 
an 

The bill granting a pension ts Margaret Jami- 
son; were severally read a third time, and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following bills were taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Neal, widow of 
Samuel Neal, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Hu'dah Tacker. 

The bill granting pension to William Rand. 

The bill for the relielf of Converse and Rees. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Norris and 
Frederick Saugrain of Arkansas. 

The bil! for the relief of Jesse Carpenter. 

The bill to cause menumeats to be erected in 
honor of Brigadier General Francis Nash and 
Brigadier General William Vavidson, beirg taken 


u ’ 
*Mr. GRAHAM advocated ils passage at some 
length. 

Mr. KING regreited tha’, from a sense of duty, 
he was compelled to oppore this bill. Resolutions 
10 erect monuments to the memory of the brave of- 
ficers who fell in our Revolutionary contest, 
were numerous in the journals «f the Con- 
gress of the Confederation. They were deem- 
ed appropriate tributes of respect for the dis- 
tingeished services of the deceased; but up to this 
day not a single monument has been erected—not 
even to Washington. No one felt more deeply the 
obligations we were under to the illustrious men of 
our Revolntion. To them we owe every thing; to 
their exertions are we indebted even for the right to 
our seals in this hal). But he hoped, when we er- 
tered into this subject, it would not be in isolated 
cases, but to consider it generally—to take up the 
namerous resolutions that have been passed in 
cases similar to those of Generals Nash and Da- 
vidson, who he knew were brave and worthy 
Officers, but not more brave and worthy than 
many others who fought and fell in the Revolution. 
As there was not time at this advanced period of 
the session to do justice to this subject, he would 
move to lay the bill on the table. 


After a few remarks from Mr. GRAHAM, the 
bill was laid on the table. 


On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of Joseph M. Hernand: z was taken up, read 
a third time, and passed. 


The bill to revive and continue in force, for a 
limited time, an act approved on the third day of 
March, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, entitled 
“An act for the appointment of commissioners to 
adjust the claims to reservations of land, under the 
fourteenth article of the treaty of eighteen hun- 
ddre and thirty, with the Choctaw Indians;” 
and, also, an act approved on the twenty- 
second day of February, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-eight, entitled “An act to amend 
an act entitled ‘an act for the appointment of 
commissioners to adjust the claims to reserva- 
tions of Jand, under the fourteenth artic’e of 
treaty of eighteen bundred and thirty, with the 
Choctaw Indians,” was taken up and debated at 
much ‘ength by Messrs. SEVIER, HENDERSON, 
LINN, and WALKER; and after being amended, 
on motion by Mr. SEVIER, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The Senate went into Executive session. 

And then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 25, 1841. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama asked that, by 
general consent, the House -resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
to consider Senate bill No. 12, “to establish a land 
office in the State of Alabama, for the lands ac- 
quired by the late treaty with the Cherokees ” 

Mr. C. said, that as he should be obliged to move 
a suspension of the rules to take up this bill, if any 
objecuon should be made, he would ask the indal- 
gence of the House to State that this territory, for 
the sale of which this bill was intended to provide, 
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had been acquired more than five years ago. The 
Legislature of Alabama had, at every session since, 
memorialjzed Congress to establish a land district 
for the sale of the lands, and a bill had passed the 
Senate, and one had been reported from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands in this House, at each ses- 
sion of Congress since; but (said Mr. C ) owing to 
the state of the public business, he had failed in 
every effort to have the subject acted on, and the 
bill had regularly failed for want cf time only. He 
had made freqnent motions ‘to take up this mea- 
sure, SO important to his constituents, and, indeed, 
to the country, and had watched, week after week, 
to get the floor at this session, and this was the first 
time he had succeeded. 

Mr. C. said that the settlers on the public lands 
in the Cherokee country were anxious to have an 
oppertunity to enter their lands, which they could 
not do, unless a new land office was e.tablished, or 
the territory annexed to other districis. He be- 
lieved there were some two millions of acres of pub- 
lic land in the territory, one half of which, he pre- 
sumed, would sell, and a considerab‘e portion of it 
at an early day; so that he could inform gentiemen 
who were apprehensive that the accruing revenues 
of the country would fall short of the current ex- 
penses of the year, that he believed the passage of 
this bill would bring into the Treasury nearly a 
million of dollars. Mr, ©. said that as he troubled 
the House but seldom, he hoped no objection 
would be made to his motion. 

Bat objection being made, 


Mr. CHAPMAN moved a suspension of the 
rules; whereupon, 

Mr GRAVES called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 


Mr CRABB said he heped he should be pcermit- 
ted (although no debate wis allowable) to make a 
suggestion 10 his colleague (Mr. Cuapman] who 
had made the motion to suspend the rules. [t was 
this: that he would amend his motion so as to go 
into Committee of the Whole upon another bil! on 
the same subj-ct of the Cherokee lands, atthe same 
time with the bill to create a new land district. It 
was a bill which had passed the Senate since the 
one on which the gentieman proposed to act, and 
provided for an attachment of the Cherokee territo- 
ry to two existing land districts, instead of creating 
a new land district. It had passed the Sena‘e, in 
accordance with instructions from the Legislature 
of Alabama, and he desired the Commitice of the 
Whole to have before it, at the same time, both 
bills, so as to determine between them. 


To this suggestion, Mr. Cuarpman acceded. 
Mr. C. further modified his motion, at the request 
of Mr. Cann, so as to take up, at the same time, 
the bill to establish a new land district in the State 
of Louisiana. 


Mr. CHAPMAN said that, as he could assure 
the House he would consume as little time as pos- 
sible, not intending to enter into any debate, he 
would, in order that his motion might prevail, ask 
for a suspension of the rules for one hour only. 
The questicn was then taken, and resulted— 
yes 64, nays 89. 

So the rales were not suspended. 

Oa motion of Mr. JONES ef Virginia, the 
House resolved it-elf into a Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union, (Mr. KcKay 
in the chair,) and took up the bill making appro- 
pria'ions fer the 


NAVAL SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 1841. 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. SALTONSTALL moved to amend the fol- 
lowing section, viz: “for increase, repairs, arma- 
ment, and equipment of the navy, and wear and 
tear of vessels in commission, $1,425,000,” by 
striking out that amount, and inserting in lieu 
thereof $2,000,060. 

A discussion on the amendment arose, in which 
Messrs. SALTONSTALL, JONES of Virginia, 
EVANS, TILLINGHAST, REED, and PROF- 
FIT, participated. 

When, the hour of two and a ha!f o's] cock baving 
arrived, 

The House took its usual recess. 
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[Evenina Sxssion.] 
After the recess, 
The consideration of the 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL 

was resumed, in Commitiee of the Whole, the 
question pending being on the amendment moved 
by Mr. Sartonstact, to amend the following 
section, viz: “for increase, repairs, armament, and 
equipment of the navy, and wear and tear of ves- 
sels in commission, $1 425,000,” by striking out 
that amount, and inserting in lieu thereof $2,000,000. 

Mr. DAVIS of Iniiana being entitied to the 
floor, addressed the commitiee, at some length, 
against the amendment. His remarks will be given 
hereafier. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
MASON, COOPER of Georgia, and WISE, when 

Mr. MALLORY moved further to amend, as 
follows : 

$500,000 of which sum shall be expended in 
building and equipping war steamers of medium 
size.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. HOFFMAN, 
WISE, CUSHING, VANDERPOEL, and AL- 
BERT SMITH, 

Oa motion of the latter, the commitee rose. 

And, at a few minutes before eight o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 

‘ IN SENATE, 
Fripay, February 26, 1841. 

DEATH OF THE HON, P. P. BARBOUR. 

Mr. ROANE submitted the following letter, 
which was read: 

Wasnineorton, Feb. 26, 1841. 

Sir: As one of the Senators of the State ot Vir- 
ginia, of which our lamented brother, Judge Bar- 
nour, was so distinguished a citizen, | encloe you 
a copy of the funeral ceremonies which have been 
determined upon. 

I am, sir, with great :espect, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. B. TANEY. 
Hon. Wma. H. Roane, 
Senate Chamber. 


Order of the funeral ceremonies allending the removal 
of the remains of the Hon. P. P. Barsour, late 
Asseciate Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

‘The Judges of the Supreme Court, with its of- 
ficers, and the Judges of the Courts of the District, 
with the members of the bar, will assemble at 2 
o’clock to day at Mrs. Turner's, (Penusyivania 
avenue,) and thence atieni the remains of the de- 
ceased to the room of the Supretie Court, where 
the usual services will be performed by the Chap- 
lains of Congress; and where 

‘lug PRESIDENT, 
The Heads of the Departments, 
The Senators and Representatives in Congress, 
The Members of the foreign Legations, 

And citizens and sirangers, are requested to attend; 

after which, the procession will move in the above 

order to the steamboat wharf, where the remains of 
the deceased will be embarked with proper attend- 
ants, in order to be conveyed to his country seat in 

Orange county, Virginia, fur interment. 

The documents having been read, 

Mr. ROANE addressed the Senate in the fol- 
lowing words: 

Mr. Presivest: I ask a moment of the precious 
time of the Senate: I will not abuse it—for already 
had the mournful intelligence, now officially an- 
nounc d to us, reached every member of this body; 
and already had the heart of every individual in 
this commuaity been touched by that pure and ex- 
alted feeling which is cver awakened, when the pa- 
triot hears that his country has suddenly lost, and 
that forever, one of its benefactors. 

Mr. President, had I the talent and the matcrial, 
which I have not, to offer a just tribute to the 
memory of the distinguished Jadge, whcse fu- 
neral we are now invited to attend, I should deem 
it inappropriate to do soon the present occasion. 


That task I shall leave in other and abler hands. 


But knowing, as I do, the exemplary virtues of the 
deceased, in all the social and domestic relations of 
life; knowing, as I do, the exalied estimation in 
which his virtues, talents, and patriotism were held 
in hisnative State, which I have the honor in part 
to represent; and knowing, as docs every member 
of this body, his long, faithfal, and valuable public 
services within the walls of this building, I feel my- 
self authorized to ask the Senate to adopt the reso- 
lation I now offer: 


Resolved unanimously, That in testimony of their 
respect for the memory of the honorable Paiuip P. 
Barsour, late Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United Siates, the Senate will adjourn 
this day at two o’clock, for the purpose of attending 
ihe funeral of the deceased. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. KKIGHT presented the memorial of Amey 
Babbitt; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice that to-mor- 
row he would ask leave to introduce a bill to remo- 
dify the jydicial circuits of the United States. 

Mr. ITE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Wm. R_ Davis; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Commitee on Claimye. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Pablic Lands, to which a memorial of citizens of 
I'linois upon the subject had been referred, report- 
eda bill concerning an act granting lands to cer- 
tain exiles from Poland; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Oa motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of Charles F. Sibbald was considered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The bili for creating a new land district in the 
State of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries 
of the southwestern and western land districts in 
said State; and 

The bill for the relief of Jesse Carpenter, were 
considered as in committee of the whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of the Eagle Railroad and 
Lumber Company was taken up. 

Mr. BENTON thought, at t'is advanced period 
of the session, we had not time to investigate the 
affairs of railroad companies. He hoped, there- 
fore, that all bills in relation to them would be 
passed over. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama assented, on the under- 
standing that the rale should apply generally. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois,was 
then taken up. 

Mr. KING hoped the bill would be also passed 
over. 

Mr. YOUNG said he had no expectation of being 
able to pass this bill the present session; but he 
gave notice that it was by no means the intention 
of the friends of this work toabandon it. He al- 
luded to the sales of the implements engaged in the 
improvements on the lakes and Western waters, as 
evidence of an intention to refuse appropriations to 
the West for the purposes of internal improve- 
ment, while large sums were appropriated to works 
on the seaboard. If they head the constitutional 
right under thee power to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations, to vote money for the improve- 
ment of harbors on lhe seacoas!; under the power 
to regulate commerce between the States, they had 
ihe right to make appropriations for the improve- 
ment of the chancels of the commerce of the 
West. He called on the representatives of the 
West to rally in defence of their interests, and to 
see that appropriations for improvements in the 
North and the South, the East and the West, went 
hand in hand. 


Mr. KING said the Senator from Illinois had 
taken cccasion to speak of improvements and har- 
bors, acd had made the extraordinary assertion 
that the West was neglected and abandoned. Why, 
four-fifihs of the expenditures for harbors and im- 
provements had been made for the West. 

Mr. YOUNG. Not of late. 


Mr. KING. Why, of late, none had been 
made, and for the reason that they had not the mo. 
ney to make any. But the Senator called upon the 
West to rally in defence of itsel’: why, the West 
had been their favorite child. He (Mr. Kina) was 
a Southwestern man, and he had hitherto shown 
that he was in favor of giving every facility to the’ 
West that could properly be given to her. Lookat 
her harbors, and they would find some of them made 
where nature never intended they should be; in 
this they had gone beyond the bounds of prudence, 
and it was from an anxie:y to foster the West, 
They had aided in speculations of companies, and 
then to give value to their lands they had given 
them harbors. With regard to these roads, he 
hoped the Senator from [ilinois would bring the 
subject forward, and if those who are coming into 
power are willing to take up these internal improve- 
ments, let them do so; he (Mr. Kina) had felt it to 
be his duty to oppose every appropriation of the 
kind on constitutional grounds, and he should con- 
tinue todo so. And he protested against any at- 
tempt to produce sectional prejudices, He asked 
the honorable Senator where were the expenditures 
for the South and the Southwest? Where were the 
expenditures for the East? Had New Hampshire 
got them? 

Mr. HUBBARD. Not a dollar. 

Mr. KING would not further detain the Senate. 

Mr. YOUNG said, in reference to the condition 
of the Treasury, that with the resources of this 
great country, it weighed with him as nothing. 
Former appropriations were made when they were 
ten times more in debt than they are at present; 
and yet they had found means to pay the national 
debt. The public debt ought not to operate as an 
objection, nor ought the works already commenced 
on that eccount to be allowed to fall into dilapidation. 
Buthe had risen to say that he had no sectional 
prejudice: he was willingto promote the interests 
of the West and the Sonth, the East and the North; 
but he wished them to go hand in hand. Let 
them all go together. ~ However, under existing 
circumstances, he was willing that the bill should 
be passed over. 

The bill wasaccordingly passed over. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

The bill for the relief of Mary Neal, widow of 
Samuel Neal, deceased; 

The bi!l for the relef of Huldah Tucker; 

The bill granting a pension to William Rand; 

The bill for the relief of Converse and Rees; 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Norris, and 
Frederick Saugrain of Arkansas; and 

Tue bill for the relief of Charles F. Sibbald. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT BILL. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order—the bill to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptcy—the question being on the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Hopparp, to include 
incorporated companies within its provisons. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama spoke at length in op- 
position to the amendment, and in reply to the re- 
marks of Mr. Benton. 

The Senate then adjourned to carry into effect 
the resolution to attend the funeral of the Hon. 
Paitre P. Barpour. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, Febrvary 26, 1841. 

Oa motion of Mr. ANDREWS, the rules were 
suspended, to enable him to submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be 
instructed to allow the pay of all such members of 
this House as may have been unavoidably de- 
tained on their way to the seat of Government at 
the commencement of this session, by the storm 
which occurred about that time; they having left 
their respective places of abode in sufficient time to 
have reached the Capitol in time to have taken 
their seats on the first day of the session. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said, that there was a rule 
of the House which prevented those whom this re- 
solution was designed to benefit from voting for 
the resolution. He referred to the 25th rule, 
which provided, that “‘no member shall vote on any 








